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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SCOTTISH VISUAL ARTS GROUP (SVAG) 
HELD  AT EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART ON WEDNESDAY 20TH JUNE,  2001 
 
 
1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Accepted with amendments 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING 
 
2.2 SVAG Discussion List 
 
Secretary again urged all SVAG members who were not already on the SVAG 
Discussion List to join it, as we would like to use it as the prime means of facilitating 
discussion between meetings, and circulating  all future SVAG papers. 
 
All those signed up to the original list should find their membership has now been 
transferred across permanently to the new JISCMAIL List.  Please check this as 
explained below if you not already done so 
 
3. DACS AND THE EUROPEAN COPYRIGHT DIRECTIVE 
 
3.1 Secretary had deferred writing to SCURL about DACS as agreed at the 
November meeting because it was uncertain how the European Copyright directive 
would affect the situation . 
 
3.2 The European Copyright Directive (ECD) had entered into force as Directive 

2001/29/EC of the European Parliament and the European Council on 22nd 
May 2001, and member states were required to implement it within the local 
context by 22nd December 2001.  There was to be a conference at Bordeaux 
on the ECD in September at which Great Britain would be represented. 

 
3.4 It was agreed that no further action should be taken by the group at present,  
but regional reporters would keep members apprised of local developments 
regarding DACS in each centre through the SVAG list.  The reporters appointed were 
Jim Fiddes (Aberdeen); Jane Furness (Edinburgh); George Rawson (Glasgow); and 
Margaret Humphrey (St Andrews). 
 
3.5 Member highlighted the broad collaborative agreement recently reached 
between the Art Museum Image Consortium (AMICO)  and the Scottish Cultural 
Resources Access Network (SCRAN). AMICO and SCRAN are to share 
specifications and tools, explore issues of cross-resource access, and look to make 
SCRAN resources availble in North America to educational subscribers.  AMICO and 
the Artists Rights Society (ARS), the USA equivalent of DACS,  had negotiated a 
non-exclusive, North American license  in 1999 to include digital images of 
copyrighted works of art by artists and estates represented by the Artists Rights 
Society in the AMICO Library. In return for the use of these copyrighted works of art, 
AMICO shares a proportionate royalty based on subscription income with ARS. 
 
 
4. REPORT ON THE UCABLIS MEETING OF 1ST  JUNE, 2001 
 
4.1 The minutes of the UCABLIS Meeting held at the National Library of Scotland 
(NLS) on 1st June, and the Discussion Paper prepared by Convenor for that meeting 
had been circulated to SVAG members in advance. 
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4.2 Convenor explained that the meeting of 1st  June had been convened by Cate 
Newton of NLS in response to  SVAG’s letter seeking  clarification on future NLS 
policy regarding maintenance of UCABLIS and  the Art Serials In Scottish Libraries 
listing. 
 
4.3 Convenor  reported that NLS would no longer be able to provide staff or 
finance to maintain UCABLIS. He spoke to the Discussion Paper describing 
UCABLIS’s present position and highlighting its increasing lack of currency because 
member libraries had not regularly submitted updates of their art holdings.  The 
meeting of 1st June had accepted Cate Newton’s suggestion that the UCABLIS 
project be mothballed for two years,  with no further records being added, and an 
appropriate warning mounted on the Library’s website that further developmental 
work was suspended. The intention was to review this decision in 2003, by which 
time further advances in electronic reporting,  and new technical developments 
facilitating easier distributed resource discovery of art documentation were 
anticipated.  
 
4.4 Turning to the Art Serials In Scottish Libraries listing, Convenor reiterated that 
the existing list was now ten years out of date. It was no longer NLS policy to 
produce printed lists of this kind. The existing list could possibly be mounted as a text 
file on the NLS website, but the search functionality would be limited, and it would be 
difficult to add subsequent amendments. He queried whether ongoing work to extend 
and improve coverage of  the UK-wide Union List of Art, Architecture and Design 
Serials would render revision of the Scottish listing obsolete. 
 
4.5 Secretary canvassed views of those present on the best way forward. She raised 
the issue of how effectively the new ARLIS listing would meet the needs of member 
libraries for an online serials listing. She also asked whether SALSER, the Scottish 
Academic Libraires Serials Database,  was considered a useful alternative to Art 
Serials In Scottish Libraries for detailing art history periodical holdings.  
 
4.6 Convenor  raised the crucial question of need. Was the ability to define book 
and periodical searches  by geographical area considered crucial?  What level of 
bibliographical information about individual library holdings did SVAG deem 
necessary?  
 
4.7 Member believed that the need to be able to trace local copies of publications 
cited 
in RAE submissions was an important issue.  
  
4.8 Member queried the currency of EDINA’s SALSER data, and suggested that 
SCURL might be approached to lobby for an effective revision of that database.   
 
4.9 After extended discussion, it was decided to form a new UCABLIS Sub-group  
from the SVAG membership which represented both the regional spread of the group 
and the different library sectors - public, academic and museum/gallery libraries - 
with an interest in maintaining a combined art union catalogue.  Over the two year 
period this Group would review  the existing role of UCABLIS, investigate what  
members most wanted from the service or its successor,  and formulate 
recommendations for the NLS on behalf of SVAG on how provision of an effective 
catalogue of art books in Scottish libraries could best be advanced. 
 
 
4.10 The Sub-group membership was decided 
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4.11 In particular the Sub-group was asked to examine: 
 
(i) technical developments facilitating automated cross-searching of library 

holdings over the period  
(ii) the possibility of creating a ‘clump’ catalogue on the CAIRNS model as a 

solution 
(iii) how best to facilitate cross-conversion of UKMARC records, supplied by the 

academic libraries, and CALM (Combined Archive and  Library Management) 
records, produced by the Scottish Museums, to the MARC21 format 
supported by the NLS Voyager system 

 
4.12 The meeting felt that some attempt to maintain a current printed list of art 
serials in succession to Art Serials In Scottish Libraries would be useful, but no 
effective proposal for an overall solution was forthcoming. 
 
4.13 Secretary’s staff had expressed a willingness to collate and update a revised 
listing  for Edinburgh libraries because they made heavy use of the existing list, and 
this offer was accepted.  
 
4.14 Member offered to consult with Strathclyde University Library,  
Glasgow School of Art,  and the Mitchell Library, to investigate the feasiblility and 
demand for producing a similarly updated list for the Glasgow  SVAG libraries.    
 
 
5. VISUAL RESOURCES WORKING GROUP 
 
Member reported that she had made no significant progress with processing the 
results of the survey, but hoped to type up and analyse the returns over the summer. 
Secretary expressed concern that that the survey data was now losing its currency. It 
was agreed that the project should be abandoned if not completed by December 
2001.   
 
 
6. ARTISTS’ BOOKS DATABASE 
 
Secretary reported that the original bid from Robert Gordon University (RGU) to the 
Arts and Humanities Research Board (AHRB) for funding to create a web-based 
database of artists’ books had been unsuccessful. However, LC explained that she 
had re-submitted a new bid for funding to support  the project as a partnership 
between RGU and the Centre for Artists’ Books at Dundee.  The bid cites SVAG’s 
survey data as proof of the need for such a database. Feedback from the referees on 
the original bid was favourable and the application was A-rated by the AHRB. Their 
guidance states that this can be interpreted as "An application of high quality: to be 
funded as a 
matter of priority". This was the launch year of the Resource Enhancement and, 
according to the AHRB, it was over subscribed. This meant that most, if not all, of the 
‘A’ graded bids did not receive funding. In light of this favourable response it was 
decided that the original bid would be revised and resubmitted to the next round of 
AHRB Resource Enhancement funding. The outcome of this application is 
expected in December 2001. 
 
7. VISUAL ARTS RESEARCH INSTITUTE, EDINBURGH (VARIE) 
 
7.1 The first edition of the VARIE Occassional papers had been published. It 
includes papers from the November 2000 conference: Britannia, Italia, Germania: 
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Taste and Travel in the Nineteenth Century and is edited by Graeme Smith of St 
Andrews University and Carol Richarson, the previous VARIE Administrator. 
 
7.2 VARIE have had two recent conferences: Shahnama – the Visual Language 
of The Persian Book of Kings which was held at the Royal Museum of Scotland on 
12th-13th March, 2001; and more recently The Stuart Court in Exile 1689-1766, also 
held at the Museum, on 1st-2nd June, and timed to coincide with the Scottish National 
Portrait Gallery’s Exhibition The King Over the Water. Papers from both conferences 
would be published towards the end of the year. 
 
7.3 The next VARIE conference would be Soil and Stone: Impressionism, 
Urbanism and Environment, a Conference on 19th Century French Landscape,  
scheduled for 12th –13th October 2001, convened by Professor Richard Thomson of 
Edinburgh University and sponsored by Phillips Scotland.  
 
 
8. ARLIS UNION LIST OF ART, ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN SERIALS 
 
8.1 Secretary amplified the rationale and scope of of the ARLIS Union List of Art, 
Architecture and Design Serials. This project had now received further RSLP funding 
until July 2002 to increase the range of libraries and serials included in the list, and to 
enhance the brief bibliographic records for serials not held by the National Art 
Library.  
 
8.2 Secretary encouraged all SVAG members to submit art journals listings from 
their institutions to the project.  A web interface to the union list is available at: 
http://www.nal.vam.ac.uk/ulist/index.html , and  further details about the project may be 
accessed under the ‘Projects’ link at: http://www.nal.vam.ac.uk  
 
8.3 Douglas Dodds, the Editor-in-Chief at the National Art Library for the 
catalogue,  may be contacted for further information on the project by email  at: 
d.dodds@vam.ac.uk 
 
 
9. REPORT BY PUBLICITY OFFICER 
 
9.1 Officer reported that she had submitted summaries of SVAG’s remit and 
ongoing projects for publication in the ARLIS News-Sheet and International 
Newsletter. 
 
9.2 Interim SVAG Publicity Leaflets had been produced by the Museum’s 
Exhibition Service for the CADE Conference. 
 
9.3 Work on updating the online SVAG Directory was still ongoing. Within the 
next couple of months it was hoped to mount the revised directory on the SCURL 
 website. 
 
9.4 Officer concluded by explaining that she wished to step down from the role  
of Publicity Officer due to her increased work commitments with the impending move 
of her library to a new building.  Secretary asked if anyone present would like to 
suceed to the post.  There were no immediate volunteers.  
 
 
10. LIBRARY UPDATE 
 

http://www.nal.vam.ac.uk/ulist/index.html
http://www.nal.vam.ac.uk/
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Given 
 
11.   DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next  meeting will be held in Glasgow University Library on Thursday, 29th 

November, 2001. 


