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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SCOTTISH VISUAL ARTS GROUP (SVAG) HELD  IN 
THE HENRY HEANEY ROOM AT GLASGOW UNIVERSITY LIBRARY,  ON  THURSDAY 29TH 
NOVEMBER, 2001. 
 
 
1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
The amended version of the minutes of the previous meeting at Edinburgh College of Art on 
Wednesday, 20th June, 2001, which had been circulated in advance of the current meeting, were 
agreed to be a true and fair record. 
 
 
2.  MATTERS ARISING 
 
2.1  SVAG Discussion List 
 
Secretary reminded for the final time all SVAG members who were not already on the SVAG 
Electronic Discussion List to join it, as we want to be able to use the list to circulate all future 
SVAG papers, and to establish list postings as the prime means of facilitating discussion and 
distributing news among the group between meetings. Full details of how to join and check 
membership are included in Paragraph 2.2 of the June minutes. 
 
2.2 Written Summaries for Library Update Section 
 
Convenor asked all members attending future meetings to prepare a short written summary of 
news reported verbally about their home institution and library under the 'Library Update' section 
of the agenda. 
 
3. UPDATE ON DACS AND THE EUROPEAN COPYRIGHT DIRECTIVE (ECD) 
 
3.1  Member reported that the Visual Resources Group of ARLIS was investigating how DACS 
redistributes the money it collects to rights owners.  
 
3.2  A session on DACS had been scheduled for the Glasgow ARLIS Conference in August. 
 
3.3  No-one present had further information the progress of the European Copyright Directive, or 
could report on the outcome of the Bordeaux Conference on the ECD in September 2001 at 
which Great Britain had been represented.  
 
 
4.  ISSUES FOR THE MEETING OF THE UCABLIS SUB-GROUP 
 
4.1  Convenor asked the opinions of those present on the principal issues to be addressed by 

the UCABLIS Sub-Group which was to meet in January.  
 
4.2  There was a consensus that the views of SVAG members on the continuing need for a 
catalogue of Scottish art books must be established, and an accurate assessment made of what 
information the very varied library clienteles in our cross-sectoral membership would require 
from such a service before reporting back to the National Library of Scotland. It was suggested 
that the Sub-Group might need ultimately to recommend a feasibility study of the Scottish art 
catalogue project to SCURL.   
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4.3  It was further agreed that the Sub-Group should consider and report on the practical  

feasibility of several different possible technical approaches to delivering a Scottish union art 
catalogue, and must assess the organisational and resource implications for the SVAG 
membership in each case.   

 
4.4  Secretary undertook to approach Dennis Nicholson of Strathclyde University’s Centre for 

Digital   
Library Research for specific advice on the practicality of replacing the existing UCABLIS union 
catalogue, which was reliant on mounting individual records from each institution, by a CAIRNS 
mini-clump and/or SCONE distributed collection descriptions.  
 
4.5  Secretary further reported that Edinburgh SVAG members had ultimately indicated that the 
revision of the listing of their joint serial holdings, which had been proposed at the previous 
meeting as a working regional document  in succession to the now outdated Art Serials In 
Scottish Libraries, would be an unnecessary duplication of effort  as the potential participants 
adjudged that up-to-date holdings details were now generally available from institutional 
websites and/or the ARLIS Union List.   
 
4.6  After consultation members had concluded there was little need to compile a similar 
Glasgow listing because, with the exception of the Mitchell Library, the holdings of all local 
member libraries could already be checked through their individual online catalogues, or 
SALSER.   
 
 
5 VISUAL RESOURCES WORKING GROUP 
 
5.1  Member reported that after consultation with Margaret Humfrey she had decided on a 
simpler approach to making the survey data finally available. Over the Christmas holidays 
member would enter brief summary details of each return on an EXCEL file to make the most 
important data from the returns available to everyone in electronic format.   
 
6 ARTISTS’ BOOK DATABASE 
 
6.1   Secretary reported with regret that Louisa Coles had contacted her to say that the revised 
bid to the the AHRB Resource Enhancement Fund by Robert Gordon University and the Centre 
for Artists’ books at Dundee to create a web-based database of artists’ books had again proved 
unsuccessful despite attaining an A-rating.    
 
 
7 VISUAL ARTS RESEARCH INSTITUTE, EDINBURGH (VARIE) 
 
7.1   Member reported that the October VARIE conference on 19th century French landscape, 
Soil and Stone: Impressionism, Urbanism and Environment,  had gone successfully ahead, and 
a number of other research papers had been funded.  
 
7.2 The Institute’s initial funding had ended in October, but had now been renewed. A new 
Director was expected in the New Year. The attempt to facilitate co-operative organisation in the 
Fine Arts within Edinburgh continues, and the Institute is still actively seeking premises. 
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7.4  Member replied that the VARIE research seminar groups had continued to meet, and he 
believed there was a proposal to fund development of a Monet catalogue at the National Gallery 
of Scotland.  
    
 
8 ARLIS UNION LIST OF ART, ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN SERIALS 
 
8.1  Convenor updated the meeting on the progress of this project, which is a joint ARLIS and 
National Art Library initiative, funded jointly by the Research Support Libraries Programme 
(RSLP) and the British Library’s Co-operation and Partnership Programme until July 2002. The 
Union List team are working to develop a comprehensive web-based listing of art, architecture 
and design serials which is based upon the the NAL’s own holding records, but is now 
supplemented by additional location data drawn from full title listings submitted by an expanding 
number of academic, public, national and special libraries throughout the UK and Ireland. 
 
8.2 Convenpr reported that Edinburgh City Libraries (Fine Art Library), and Glasgow School of 
Art Library have already submitted institutional holdings lists which have been incorporated onto 
the website. Other SVAG members known to be in the process of compiling returns are: 
Glasgow City Libraries; Glasgow University Library; Napier University Library; the National 
Library of Scotland Library; the National Museum of Scotland Library; the Scottish National 
Gallery of Modern Art Library; the Scottish National Portrait Gallery Library; Strathclyde 
University Library; and St.Andrews University Library. Convenor urged all these institutions to 
submit returns as soon as possible.   
 
8.3 All these libraries had also been asked to complete a detailed survey form about their 
services and holdings for inclusion in the an online Directory of Art, Architecture and Design 
Library Resources which is being developed in parallel with the Union List itself. Convenor 
reported that Glasgow’s Kelvingrove Art Gallery Library had declined to submit a return for this 
Directory on the grounds that its collections were not publicly accessible. 
 
8.4 Full details of both the Union List and Directory projects may be accessed at: 

http://www.nal.vam.ac.uk/ulist 
 
 
9 APPOINTMENT OF NEW PUBLICITY OFFICER 
 
9.2  Secretary reported that the updating of the SVAG membership directory was now complete 
and it was hoped to mount the revised data on the SCURL website shortly.  
 
 
10  LIBRARY UPDATE 
 
Given 
 
11  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
11.1  Secretary reminded all SVAG Group members that the ARLIS/UK & Ireland Annual 
Conference  would be held in Glasgow at the University of Strathclyde from Thursday 15th to 
Sunday 18th August, 2002, immediately prior to the 68th IFLA General Conference in the same 
city. The theme for the ARLIS meeting this year would be ‘Gateways to the Changing 
Landscape of Art Information’    
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11.2  Officer alerted the group to the recent publication of a complete illustrated catalogue of the 
National Gallery of Scotland’s permanent collections: Michael Clarke et al. Scottish Treasures: 
Masterpieces from the National Gallery of Scotland.  Edinburgh: National Galleries of Scotland, 
2001  [ISBN: 1 903278 15 5 ] 
  
 
12  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was agreed the next SVAG meeting would be held at the National Museum of Scotland on 
wenesday 26th June, 2002. 


