
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SCOTTISH VISUAL ARTS GROUP (SVAG) HELD 
IN THE ROYAL MUSEUM OF SCOTLAND, EDINBURGH, ON WEDNESDAY 26 JUNE 
2002 
 
1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 29 November 2001, were agreed. 
 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING 
 
2.1 Para 2.1:  SVAG discussion list 
 
Some members are still not on the discussion list.  Secretary will again encourage all 
members to join. 
 
2.2 Para 3:  DACS 
 
Dr Richard Williams of Edinburgh University is now on the DACS Steering Committee in 
his capacity as a representative of the Association of Art Historians. 
 
2.3 Para 6:  Artists' book database 
 
ECL, SNGMA and EUFA responded to the request for information from Duncan 
Chappell, who is researching artists' books as part of his MSc degree at the University of 
Strathclyde. 
 
 
3. REPORTS ON ARLIS BUSINESS 
 
3.1 ARLIS now has a representative (Stephanie Sylvester) on LACA (Libraries and 
Archives Copyright Alliance).  At its February meeting, LACA received minutes from the 
DACS Slide Collection Licensing Steering Group meeting held in December 2001.  It is 
now apparent that DACS is becoming more accountable and more aware of the need for 
better communication.  A three year strategic plan has been published and the DACS 
team restructured to incorporate a new member of staff with specific responsibility for 
communications.  A quarterly newsletter is to be issued and the website overhauled.   
Money collected from the scheme is now being distributed and will from next year adopt 
an annual cycle.  DACS is developing a 12-month pilot scheme to look at the licensing of 
digital copying.   
 
3.2 The original budget for the Union List of Serials was underspent and BL and 
RSLP had agreed that the timescale could be extended to September 2002.  Bids were 
invited from BL for projects funded under the Co-operation and Partnership Programme 
for a project extension to March 2003.  A new and shorter name is being sought to 
encompass both the Union List and the Directory of Resources.  The project will be 
publicised at the forthcoming ARLIS Conference at which it will sponsor a reception. 
 
Several members pointed out that their contributions to the project had not been 
acknowledged.  Member explained that a backlog had built up following difficulties in 



recruiting a new keyboarder, but this problem had now been addressed and pending 
contributions were being added to the database. 
 
3.3 Plans are going well for the 2002 Conference, to be held in Glasgow  
immediately before IFLA and good numbers of delegates have signed up.  Both 
professionally and socially, the programme is very attractive. 
 
3.4 Secretary presented a report on SVAG's activities to the March meeting of the 
National Co-ordination Committee.  In it he highlighted in particular the UCABLIS sub-
group's work to determine the future of the Catalogue, and the form it might take, and 
SVAG's involvement with the creation of a database of artists' books. 
 
3.5 The Students' and Trainees' Group is now a fully established committee of 
ARLIS and has a full and dynamic programme of activities. 
 
3.6 With effect from February 2002, Margaret Young of Edinburgh City Libraries was 
elected Chair of ARLIS for the following four years.   
 
 
4. REPORT ON UCABLIS 
 
4.1 The sub-group set up to consider the future of UCABLIS met Dennis Nicholson, 
Director of the Centre for Digital Library Research at the University of Strathclyde, in 
January.  From this meeting and other discussion, the preferred direction of UCABLIS 
was seen to lie in the development of a subject clump in the CAIRNS framework, 
allowing Z39.50 cross-searching.  No subject clump currently exists in CAIRNS and the 
documentation of art could therefore be the first.  Libraries lacking Z39.50 compliance 
will be encouraged to supply collection-level descriptions and it was hoped that the 
developing clump would act as an incentive for them to achieve Z39.50 compliance. 
 
4.2 The sub-group aims to finalise its report over the summer and present it to NLS 
and SCURL in the autumn.  It will be circulated to SVAG members first via the 
discussion list.  A proposal will be incorporated, seeking funding to look at technical 
development and cataloguing standards, etc.  Louisa Coles will investigate sources of 
funding over the summer.  Members pointed out that, for some libraries already 
participating in CAIRNS, the opportunity to cross-search for art resources already 
existed and development costs to create a subject clump would be minimal.   
 
5. VISUAL ARTS RESEARCH INSTITUTE EDINBURGH (VARIE) 
 
Tabled and presented a report from VARIE.  Following the organisation of several 
conferences, VARIE is now developing collaborative research projects, the first two 
being to  seek funding for two fellowships to catalogue and curate the Paolozzi material 
at SNGMA and to develop a project on Visuality and New Media.  The new Administrator 
is Stacy Boldrick, formerly at the Henry Moore Institute in Leeds. 
 
 
6. VISUAL RESOURCES WORKING GROUP 
 
In the absence of any progress on the project, it was agreed to ask Morag Henderson or 
Margaret Humfrey for a written report. 



 
 
7. REPORT BY PUBLICITY OFFICER 
 
Officer tabled the revised leaflet.  Delegates to the ARLIS Conference will have a copy in 
their Conference Pack. 
 
 
8. LIBRARY UPDATE 
 
Given 
 
9. ELECTION OF NEW CONVENOR 
 
One nomination, Wilson Smith, was received for the post of Convenor.  He was duly 
elected to the post with effect from the end of the present meeting. 
 
 
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
10.1 Member will present a report on the work of SVAG to a meeting of the SCURL 
Business Committee on 27 June. 
 
10.2 Publicity Officer will take over the updating of the Directory.  She will check its 
content in the autumn. 
 
 
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will take place in the Dean Gallery on Wednesday 27 November 2002.   


