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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SCOTTISH VISUAL ARTS GROUP (SVAG) HELD IN 
THE ARCHITECTURE BOARD ROOM OF THE  BOURDON BUILDING,  GLASGOW 
SCHOOL OF ART,  ON TUESDAY 24TH  JUNE 2003. 
 
 
1. WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS AND MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
1.1 Convenor welcomed the new members of SVAG attending their first meeting. 

 
1.2  The minutes of the last SVAG Meeting held at the Dean Gallery, Edinburgh, on Wednesday 26th 
June, 2002, were agreed to be a true and fair record. 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING 
 
2.1 (p.1); SVAG Discussion List 
 
Secretary promised to send details of how to join the closed SVAG JISCMail electronic list  to the new 
members. 
 
4.4 (p.2): SALCTG SCURL Membership 
 
Members reported that the Scottish Academic Libraries Co-operative Training Group (SALCTG) had 
now become a Sub-group of SCURL. 
 
8. (p.4):  Scottish Issue of Art Libraries Journal  
 
The Scottish issue of Art Libraries Journal , 28 (3) , which SVAG had co-ordinated, and for which 
members had written articles, had been published in June, and very well received. Extra copies were 
obtainable from Sonia French, the ARLIS Administrator 
 
11.9 (p.7) French Institute 
 
It was agreed that Secretary should contact Anne-Marie Usher of the French Institute in Edinburgh, who 
had attended the previous meeting, to ask whether she would like to join the SVAG group. 
 
3. REPORT ON UCABLIS 
 
3.1  Convenor tabled a progress report on the work of the UCABLIS Sub-group which had met twice 
since November, conducting various surveys of the SVAG member libraries, and taking further advice 
from Michael Day at UKOLN, and Dennis Nicholson (DN) at the Strathclyde University Centre for 
Digital Library Research. 
 
3.2  He outlined the Sub-group’s principal conclusions explaining how the Scottish Portals for Education 
Information and Research (SPEIR) Project might enable cross-sectoral development of a new distributed 
UCABLIS service within the existing COSMIC (Confederation of Scottish Miniclumps) framework. This 
would facilitate development of a CAIRNS miniclump of the catalogues of SVAG  libraries who are 
either existing CAIRNS participants, or can be brought up to CAIRNS compatability. 
 
3.3  He reviewed systematically the main problems with this approach, and explained the solutions 
proposed in the tabled paper. The two main issues with the SVAG miniclump concept were: 
 

• Inclusion of non-subject specific material from the general collections of the larger libraries, 
which would generate false hits in searching 
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The solution to this would be to create Z39.50 indexes restricting searching to material relevant to 
UCABLIS on an institution-by-institution basis. In most cases the these indexes would be based 
on class number ranges. 
 
It was noted that index construction would be costly, and that the NLS poses a problem with this 
approach as its collection is not classified. 
 

• Exclusion of holdings of SVAG members who cannot be included in CAIRNS for technical or 
other reasons. 

 
Two solutions had been proposed here. In the short term these members could be added at a 
collection level via  SCONE (the Scottish Collections Network Extension). In the longer term 
these members would be included as and when they installed Z39.50 compatible library systems. 
 
Survey work had confirmed that many of the smaller SVAG libraries did not have online 
catalogues and had no plans to install them in the immediate future. This was unfortunate as these 
libraries often had considerable research potential, and collection level descriptions made 
available through the  SCONE ‘directory’ approach would never be as effective as direct access 
to catalogue records. 
 
Investigations had also  revealed that some smaller libraries had reservations about allowing 
direct external access to their catalogues in case this resulted in an unmanageable increase in 
outside visitors. A clear statement of access restrictions would be necessary to allay these 
reservations. 

 
3.4  Convenor reported that he had met with Cate Newton (CN) of the NLS to discuss the existing 
UCABLIS data. The UCABLIS sheaf binders which predated the online version were now so out of date 
as to be unusable. However, CN had indicated that the online UCABLIS data would continue to hosted by 
the NLS until an alternative strategy had been developed. This data was several years out of date, but it 
included a subset of the NLS records of interest to UCABLIS, and some machine-readable records from 
non-Z39.50 compliant libraries. Maintenance of a ‘lite’ version of the classic UCABLIS database 
including this data was a possibility, although the costs of data preparation and maintenance would have 
to be carefully estimated.  

 
3.5  Graham Forbes of the NLS had directed the Sub-group’s attention to BOOKHAD, a subject resource 
for book history and design, which had been developed as an RLSP project,  and provided an impressive 
possible model for the new UCABLIS,  as it permitted distributed searching across the catalogues of 
member libraries, and  included collection descriptions. BOOKHAD could be accessed at: 
http://www.bookhad.ac.uk/ 

 
3.6  The meeting agreed the following action points: 

 
1. SVAG would confirm its interest in developing a new distributed UCABLIS through the 

SPEIR route 
 
2. Secretary would represent SVAG at future COSMIC/SPEIR Steering Group Meetings 

 
3. After further consultation the Sub-group would draw up a specification for a project to  

to create  and fund a new distributed  UCABLIS with an exit strategy for continuing 
maintenance and development.  The Sub-group would also seek to identify possible funding 
bodies. 
 

4. Convenor would present his tabled summary report on the project to the SCURL Business 
Committee on 26th June. 

 

http://www.bookhad.ac.uk/
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4. ARLIS UPDATE 
 
4.1  Members reported that preparation for the Annual ARLIS/UK and Ireland Conference, scheduled to 
be held the following week, 3rd - 6th July at the University of Sussex, Brighton, was nearly complete. This 
year’s theme would be Creative partnerships,  examining cross-sectoral and cross-agency working, and 
collaboration and partnerships with users, suppliers, and colleagues in other professions. 
 
4.2  Convenor observed that the new arlis.net was now fully live at: http://arlis.net  The site incorporated 
the  ARLIS Union List of Periodicals detailing  holdings of 18,000 art, architecture and design periodicals 
submitted by more than 90 academic, public and special libraries. In addition, there was now a linked 
Directory of Resources listing more than 250 organisations that have books, magazines, archives and 
other material on art, architecture or design. The database includes names, addresses, opening hours, web 
site addresses and details about access.   
 
 
5. VISUAL ARTS RESEARCH INSTITUTE, EDINBURGH (VARIE) 
 
VARIE reported that Collaborative research projects involving member institutions were 
continuing to develop. Three publications, Soil and Stone, Shahnama, and The Stuart Court in 
Exile would be published by the end of 2003 in the VARIE Occasional Papers series; 
Miniature Portraits was in development. Publicity for the conference Monet and French 
Landscape Painting (17/18 October 2003) was underway. 
 
5.2  VARIE was currently reviewing its strategic development. At the last Standing Group 
Meeting in May, a draft version of a Strategic Review document had been discussed, which 
called for the Standing Group and VARIE members to reassess the status of its partners, its 
operational procedures and mission. As feedback from VARIE members is taken into 
consideration, a final Strategic Plan would be prepared for public examination. 
 
5.3  The forward vision for VARIE called for: 

• the establishment of an Operational Group to meet at 6-weekly intervals 
• more active communication between VARIE members to develop projects 
• an increase in the number of artists contributing to VARIE projects  
• more contemporary initiatives 
• more curatorial initiatives 
• increase in postgraduate and post-doctoral studentships 
• greater institutional representation from its members 
• greater use of established international links, and creation of new links for appropriate 

projects. 
 
5.4 The University of Edinburgh and Edinburgh College of Art had recently agreed to 
continue to co-fund the part-time Administrator in the short term (precise time scale to be 
confirmed, but at least one year, until July 2004).  
 
5.5  WS noted the report, promised that we would retain the link with VARIE, and referred 
SVAG members to the more comprehensive report circulated with the meeting papers for 
more detail on VARIE’s specific current and future projects. 
 
 
6. VISUAL RESOURCES 
 
6.1 Visual Resources  Working Group Survey Project  
 

http://arlis.net/
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Members reported  that they were scaling down the data, and collating the returns received from Margaret 
Humfrey (MH) from the Visual Resources Working Group Survey Project which had begun two years 
ago. It was hoped to complete the Directory over the summer. 
 
6.2 DACS 
 
Convenor reported that Edinburgh College of Art was now to take out a DACS Licence.   
 
It was reported that the DACS Licensing Agreement was to be reconstituted to cover digitised resources 
and reproduction of twentieth century materials. Stephanie Sylvester of the ARLIS Visual Resources 
Committee was co-ordinating a ‘wish list’ from organisations that want to use digital image 
reproductions, and DACS representatives were scheduled to visit a number of institutions to study the 
issues relating to use of digital images, and to work towards producing a new inclusive licence. 
 
 
7. EUROPEAN COPYRIGHT DIRECTIVE AND THE LEGAL DEPOSIT BILL 
 
7.1  There was brief discussion among those present of the progress and implications of the European 
Copyright Directive and the Legal Deposit Bill. (LDB).   
 
8. LIBRARY ACCESS DEVELOPMENTS 
 
Convenor  reported that SCURL was encouraging member libraries to participate in two new national 
access schemes, and commended both schemes to SVAG members . The new initiatives were: 
 
8.1. SCONUL Research Extra 
 
This scheme  is a reciprocal borrowing agreement between registered SCONUL member 
libraries designed for use by academic staff on open or fixed term contracts and postgraduate 
research students who are registered for a qualification awarded purely by research. There 
was no charge to join the scheme, and there was no limit to the number of libraries in the 
scheme that users could join.  

For further details see the SCONUL Research Extra website at: 
http://www.sconul.ac.uk/use_lib/srx/ 
 
8.2. UK Libraries Plus 
 
This is a a co-operative scheme between higher education libraries. Membership of the scheme enables 
part-time and distance learning students, and students on placement, to join up to three member libraries 
near where they live and work, and to borrow books from these libraries. 

 
For further details see the UK Libraries Plus website at:  
http://www.uklibrariesplus.ac.uk/students/whocan.htm 
 
 
9. REPORT BY PUBLICITY OFFICER 
 
9.1  Officer reported that she was continuing to update the Web directory of SVAG members at: 
http://scurl.ac.uk/about/svag_members.html as new data was supplied by members. 
 
9.2  She promised to send copies of the SVAG Publicity leaflet to the new members of the Group. 
 
 

http://www.sconul.ac.uk/use_lib/srx/
http://www.uklibrariesplus.ac.uk/students/whocan.htm
http://scurl.ac.uk/about/svag_members.html


 5 

10. LIBRARY UPDATE 
 
Given 
  
11. RETIREMENTS OF ELIZABETH FERRO AND STEPHEN HOLLAND 
 
11.1  Convenor explained that two long-serving members of the SVAG Group were about to retire. RB 
had written to Elizabeth Ferro of the History of Art Library at Edinburgh University, who was not present 
today, to wish her well in her retirement and thank her on behalf of SVAG for her work with the Group.  
 
11.2  Stephen Holland, a founder member of the Group and former SVAG Secretary was also about to 
retire from his post at NLS and attending his final SVAG meeting today. WS thanked Stephen for his 
outstanding commitment and service to SVAG. A presentation was made to Stephen, and a buffet lunch 
kindly provided by John McKay and his staff at GSA to mark the occasion. 
 
 
12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 It was agreed that the next meeting should be held at the Grassmarket Library, Edinburgh College of Art 
in November.  


