
Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 
Duncan of Jordanstone College, University of Dundee 

Wednesday 23 June 2004 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
Corrections made to minor errors of spelling and library names. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
No further matters arising not covered elsewhere. 
 
3. UCABLIS 
 
The Working group met with Gordon Hunt, Graeme Forbes and Simon Bains at the National 
Library of Scotland on 28 May 2004, to discuss the project, and to encourage greater 
involvement by NLS.  Happily the group could show that the pilot has progressed since SVAG 
last met, as it is now online via CAIRNS, and the NLS response was favourable, in that they 
are keen to participate in cross-domain collaborative projects such as UCABLIS, and since 
the publication of their strategy “Breaking Through the Walls”, they have an obligation to do 
so.  
 
The UCABLIS pilot was launched at the end of April during a series of SPEIR workshops held by 
Gordon Dunsire and George MacGregor of CDLR. JF attended the one at MacDonald Road 
Library in Edinburgh. 
 
Since the meeting with NLS, SVAG has been told that NLS cataloguers have been tagging 
UCABLIS records all along, so that’s good news, and what we have to do now is gather 
more IP addresses of existing online catalogues to supply to Gordon Dunsire for inclusion in 
the pilot, such as Glasgow School of Art etc.  We also have to find ways of overcoming 
firewall problems.  
 
Acronyms: 
SPEIR: Scottish Portals for Education Information & Research 
SCONE: Scottish Collections Network 
CAIRNS: Co-operative Information Retrieval Network for Scotland 
CDLR: Centre for Digital Library Research 
 
Discussion: 
The original UCABLIS database has been closed since 2002, but some records are not now 
available elsewhere, and some NLS records are included in it.  The demonstrator has the NLS 
bundled in the clump. 
 
What we can do is upgrade the database with fairly little expense/effort, with Z39.50 servers 
being added, as well as removing data duplicated elsewhere.  Tagged records can be 
upgraded and/or updated in UCABLIS.  As members, we should think about how we can 
host records of non-Z39.50 compliant institutions, as all cannot be held by the NLS. 
 
Members suggested working out what would be involved in an institution hosting non-Z39.50 
records in case we can go ahead; she also suggested putting up the UCABLIS meeting 
minutes, perhaps on the SVAG website. 
 
WS discussed upcoming Electric Connections meeting (part of COSMIC/SPEIR) – someone 
should go to it?   



 
 
4. ARLIS Update 
 
The ARLIS conference will be held in Oxford this year, from 15-18 July 2004. 
 
ARLIS NCC 
SVAG has been in touch with Sue Price, who is the new chair of this committee having taken 
over from Stephen Bury.  
 
5. Visual Arts Research Institute, Edinburgh (VARIE) 
 
VARIE is looking forward to a period of change over the next few months. After founding 
VARIE in 1999 and serving as Director for five years, Professor Richard Thomson will step down 
this summer, and Professor Iain Boyd Whyte (Architecture, University of Edinburgh) will take 
over in September. 
 
Current Projects 
i) Entente Cordiale Exchange 
This scheme, supported by matching funding from both French and Scottish governments, 
consists of a series of exchange visits between art historians, artists, curators and 
postgraduate students based in Scotland and France who will help to build sustainable 
relationships in art institutions and regions in 2004. Lists of participants are available upon 
request. 
 
ii) Paolozzi Junior Curatorship (Leverhulme Research Grant)  
This exciting curatorship will provide support for completing the cataloguing of the Eduardo 
Paolozzi material held by the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, and for forging ahead 
with new scholarship. Interviews were held on the 15th of June, and the appointment of the 
candidate is being processed. (The successful candidate’s details have to be reviewed by 
Leverhulme and approved before the appointment can be made.) 
 
iii) The End of Impressionism? (BA International Networks Grant)  
Please see the applications section of the last meeting minutes.  The first meeting is being 
held in Edinburgh on 28 June 2004. 
 
iv)  Scottish Art Research Seminar 
Please see the last meeting minutes.  The group is continuing to meet. 
 
v) Beverley Hood 
Please see the last meeting minutes. 
 
vi) Blinky Palermo 
Please see the last meeting minutes.  The exhibition should be in summer 2005 and the 
conference (involving VARIE) in October 2005. 
 
Applications submitted or about to be submitted 
i) Andrea Roe 
Please see the last meeting minutes. 
 
ii) ‘Designing for the 21st Century’ AHRB/EPSERC Research Clusters scheme. ‘Designing Non-
place’ involves members of staff from Architecture, History of Art and colleagues from the 
Research Centre for Social Sciences, Institute for Studies of Science, Technology and 
Innovation at the University of Edinburgh, along with about 15 external participants.  



 
6. Visual Resources 
 
Visual Resources Working Group Project 
This is being wound down.   
 
DACS 
Members asked if the DACS licence is coming this year.  SVAG had heard that this would be 
in 2005. Members pointed out that collections like the Courtauld Colour Slide Scheme 
cannot be digitally copied or covered retroactively.   
 
AMICO 
This is being phased out as of 30 June 2005.  ARTstor (www.artstor.org) taking over, though a 
JISC deal may be brokered for this.  WS feels there is a case for a Scottish consortium 
subscription of 4 art history courses and 4 art schools.  RB said Colin Galloway at Glasgow is 
used to driving through consortiums and may be able to assist. 
 
AMICO at first didn’t have a broad “appeal”, as it contained more locally based collections 
which were important locally.  There are currently 150,000 images in AMICO, while ARTstor is 
talking about including about 500,000 images.  
 
Some members felt that their students would not find SCRAN and AMICO of much use, 
because they don't contain what they need.  The more unofficial sites have plenty of useful 
images.  Members wondered if slide librarians will be held responsible for possible lecturer 
misuse in future. 
 
Further to the Courtauld slides, it was acknowledged that they cannot go back to all the 
rights holders of their slides now, as they were created years ago, therefore they can’t allow 
digitisation.  It was wondered if these images may be all right to use for lectures, as long as 
they aren’t distributed such as on a VLE like Blackboard. 
 
ACTION: RB to speak to Colin Galloway informally re assisting with Scottish consortium idea 
 
7. Report by Publicity Officer 
 
Copies of the SVAG leaflet are going to be sent to Deborah Sutherland for the Delegates 
packs of the ARLIS conference at St Catherine's College, Oxford, 15 - 18 July 2004: 
http://www.arlis.org.uk/conf/arlis2004/index.html to which I would encourage you all to go if 
possible! 
 
As usual, updates to Membership information provided on the SVAG membership website 
should be sent to me as soon as possible.  
 
I have requested more than once (by e-mail) that BUBL remove the old SVAG web pages 
which keep coming up first on a Google search, [http://bubl.ac.uk/org/scurl/svag/ and 
http://bubl.ac.uk/org/scurl/svag/members.htm] but have had no reply and the pages are 
still there. Does anyone know who to contact at BUBL about this? 
 
8. Library reports 
 
Given 
 
9. Any Other Business 
 

http://www.arlis.org.uk/conf/arlis2004/index.html


 
Cultural initiative: 
Members pointed us to the websites below, which form a nexus of cultural initiatives on or 
connected to the Scottish Executive website: 
Scotland’s Culture Portal: http://www.scotlandsculture.org/ 
(SLIC project, currently only a pilot) 
Scottish arts and culture: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Arts-Culture 
Cultural policy statement: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library5/education/ncs04-00.asp 
 
10. Date of Next Meeting 
 
UPDATE: The next meeting will be held on Thursday 9 December in Edinburgh. 


