
Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 
Wolfson Suite, University of Edinburgh Main Library 

Thursday 9 December 2004 
 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes were agreed, with slight changes 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
No further matters arising not covered elsewhere. 
 
3. UCABLIS 
 
The Working Group reported that the mini-clump is now up and running and produces results, but 
they are not yet very representative of SVAG membership.  Few players are CAIRNS compliant and 
there are faults in the NLS system.  JF is pushing to get all member sites registered with CAIRNS, 
and reported by e-mail that NGS were slowly progressing towards CAIRNS compatibility.  Members 
said it would be possible to go back to Gordon Hunt and Simon Bains at the NLS regarding 
enhancement work that was agreed a few months ago, after further discussion with the Working 
Group. 
 
4. ARLIS Update 
 
ARLIS NCC: 
9 September NCC meeting: topics discussed at both meetings include the British Library Strategic 
Review in the Arts and Humanities, Artists’ Papers Register, Art & Design Serials, succession 
planning and the NCC’s forward plan.  There were also reports from member organisations, including 
museums, libraries and regional groups such as SVAG.  The group welcomed participation of 
regional groups (of whom we seem to be the most active!).  
 
5. Visual Arts Research Institute, Edinburgh (VARIE) 
 
Recent news 
Although technically Professor Iain Boyd Whyte (Architecture, Edinburgh) started as Director of 
VARIE in September, he will return from his secondment at the Getty in January and be able to give 
VARIE his full attention from that point. He has plans for several exciting projects which I’ll tell you 
more about once they have been confirmed.  I am on maternity leave from 29 March until 2 August! 
 
Ongoing Projects 
i) Entente Cordiale Visual Arts Exchange Programme (see further information below) 
Please see previous meeting minutes for further information.  Most exchange visits have taken place. 
 
ii) Paolozzi Junior Curatorship (Leverhulme Research Grant)  
In September, Daniel Herrmann took up the new position of Curator (Paolozzi Collection), based at 
the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art. Funded by the Leverhulme Trust until 2007, the post will 
facilitate the complete cataloguing of the Eduardo Paolozzi material in the archive and provide an 
important link between the curatorial and academic worlds. The wider aims are to make Paolozzi’s 
large and complex collection an accessible resource for new audiences and scholars alike, and to 
advance a new generation of scholarship on British post-war art. A postgraduate from the University 
of Hamburg, Herrmann brings to the post a background in post-1945 prints and drawings; he 
welcomes all research-related enquiries (dherrmann@nationalgalleries.org). 
 
iii) The End of Impressionism? (BA International Networks Grant)  
Richard Thomson’s research initiative brings together two professional disciplines (academics and 
museum curators) from two European cities (Edinburgh and Amsterdam) in a project with multiple 
ramifications for a single field: modern art and modernism in Europe, c.1860-1920. The strategic aim 



is to initiate cross-disciplinary and international debate, leading to practical outcomes. The first 
meeting took place in Edinburgh on 28 June 2004; two additional meetings are planned for 10 
December 2004 (Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam) and May 2005 (National Gallery London). 
 
iv) Scottish Art Research Seminar 
Led by Helen Smailes (NGS) and Viccy Coltman (Edinburgh), the Scottish Art Research Seminar 
group has been submitting applications for start-up funds for a website. 
 
v) Blinky Palermo 
Plans to restore Blinky Palermo’s wall work at ECA are still in development. Andrew Patrizio is 
working towards the restoration which will be accompanied by an exhibition (summer 2005) and a 
conference (October 2005). 
  
Results from grant applications 
i) Andrea Roe 
The sculptor Andrea Roe (ECA) took up a Leverhulme Artist in Residence Fellowship (2004-5) on 1 
October. She is based in the Taxidermy department at the NMS. 
 
ii) ‘Designing for the 21st Century’ AHRB/EPSRC Research Clusters scheme. ‘Designing Non-place’ 
involves members of staff from Architecture, History of Art and the Research Centre for Social 
Sciences (Institute for Studies of Science, Technology and Innovation) at the University of Edinburgh, 
Napier University and Edinburgh College of Art.  
This AHRB-EPSRC Research Cluster brings together designers and scholars to develop resources 
that address a specific contemporary design problem: making ordinary urban spaces more 
accessible, friendly and useable, or, more specifically, to articulate the problematic nature of so-
called non-places and their technologies. We experience non-places routinely. They include urban 
environments such as airports, supermarkets, motorways, hotels, and offices. Over October 2004 to 
October 2005, four workshops will take place and applications for longer-term funding will be made. 
See website for further information: http://ace.caad.ed.ac.uk/NonPlace/ 
  
Report on recent and future visits: 
Entente Cordiale Visual Arts Exchange Programme in Scotland 
Organised by VARIE, funded by Scottish Executive, French Ministry of Culture and INHA 
 
The Entente Cordiale’s rich and constant legacy in the visual arts has found an expression in the 
Visual Arts Exchange Programme organised by VARIE (Visual Arts Research Institute, Edinburgh). 
We are delighted that the Scottish Executive Entente Cordiale Centenary Celebration programme 
has responded to the spirit of this relationship by supporting Visiting Fellows and PhD Studentships. 
 
The aims of both types of visits are to bring over leading art historians, curators, and artists to visit 
host institutions, where they have met and taught or will meet and teach students, see collections, 
archives, and studios, and in the process presenting expertise and ideas about current and future 
projects, and establishing sustainable links between Scotland and France.  
 
VARIE’s main purpose is to promote research by creating a unique inter-institutional forum for 
discussion that far transcends the boundaries of Scotland. Its aim is to extend the study of the visual 
both within and beyond the traditional boundaries of art, encouraging collaborative projects with other 
disciplines in the arts and sciences engaged in the creation and interpretation of images and visual 
information. The VARIE partnership includes the National Galleries of Scotland (NGS) and the 
National Museums of Scotland (NMS) along with the practitioner-based Edinburgh College of Art; the 
Universities of St Andrews and Glasgow are associate members.  
 
Over the month of October, we received the following visitors to Scotland: 
 
Ami Barak (former Director of the FRAC Languedoc-Roussilon and now head of ‘Art in the City’, 
Department of Cultural Affairs, City of Paris) led a workshop at the Glasgow School of Art on 27 
October and presented a public lecture at the ‘Somewhere Everywhere Nowhere’ seminar organised 



by the Fruitmarket Gallery and DCA, and held at L’Institut Français d’Ecosse in Edinburgh, on 30 
October.  
 
The artist Philippe Bazin (Paris/Valenciennes) spoke about his work on 25 October at Gray’s School 
of Art, Robert Gordon University. He visited the Glenfiddich Artists’ Residency Programme at 
Dufftown, and in Edinburgh, he visited the Scottish National Portrait Gallery, the Scottish National 
Gallery of Modern Art, the National Gallery of Scotland, the Royal Scottish Academy, and the Ingleby 
Gallery, and attended the ‘Somewhere Everywhere Nowhere’ conference at the Fruitmarket Gallery 
on 30 October.  
 
Didier Ottinger (Curator, Centre Pompidou; Surrealism specialist) presented a public lecture entitled 
‘William Tell: Dalí fabricating a myth’ on 27 October in the Weston Link of the National Gallery of 
Scotland. He visited the Hunterian Museum, University of Glasgow, the Scottish National Gallery of 
Modern Art, the Scottish National Portrait Gallery and History of Art at the University of Edinburgh. 
 
Michel Frizot (Historian of Photography, Ecole du Louvre) led a seminar entitled ‘History of 
Photography: Methodological Reflections’ at the School of Art History, University of St Andrews on 27 
October. He also spent time assessing the Scottish National Photography Collection held by Scottish 
National Portrait Gallery in Edinburgh.  
 
Present and Future Visits 
Olivier Meslay (Curator of British Art, Musée du Louvre) will be in Scotland from 23-27 November. He 
will give a public lecture, entitled ‘Danloux Before the Exile’ in the Weston Link at the National Gallery 
of Scotland, Friday 26 November at 12.45 pm. Additional visits to the History of Art Department, 
University of Glasgow and the School of Art History, University of St Andrews, have also been 
arranged. 
 
Marianne Barrucand (Professor of Islamic architecture, Université Paris IV) will visit Scotland in 
December 2004. Her plans remain to be confirmed, but will include the presentation of a lecture at 
the University of Edinburgh and a visit to the National Museum of Scotland. 
 
Visitors to France (reports have either been sent too recently to be included in this report or are 
underway): 
Dr Natalie Adamson (UoStA) to Saint-Étienne, Nice, Grenoble (and/or possibly Montpellier) 
Professor Sam Ainsley (GSA) to Paris, École nationale supérieure des beaux-arts, and École des 
beaux-arts, Bordeaux (November visit) 
Dr Patrick Elliott (SNGMA) to INHA, Paris (December visit) 
Professor Peter Humfrey (UoStA) to INHA, Paris (November visit) 
Dr Stephen Lloyd (SNPG) to Université Lyon II, Lyon (November visit) 
Simon Starling (Modern Institute) to École des beaux-arts, Bordeaux, and Université de Provence, 
Aix-en-Provence 
+ 4 PhD students: Maylis Curie (UoE); Ilana Halperin, Mick Peter (GSA) sharing one award; Amy 
Hardie (ECA) 
 
6. Visual Resources 
 
DACS and CLA are both proposing different digital licences, neither of which seem to satisfy the 
needs of the user community.  While DACS is based on a slide scheme, CLA is text-based, though 
even they are willing to admit that the image can’t be isolated from the text. As neither organisation 
would be tied to a particular date, even though it was prioritised in January, no one is very hopeful of 
an actual date of completion. 
 
ARLIS Slide Libraries and the Digital Future study day:  
SVAG members felt that Mike Pringle’s closing talk on the National Digital Image Initiative (NDII, or 
The Digital Picture) was best on the day.  AHDS Visual Arts will circulate questionnaires on this 
project by spring 2005 and are hoping to carry it forward based on the responses.  St. Andrews will 
also be holding a seminar with Mike Pringle in early 2005, where it is hoped reps of all Scottish art 



schools/departments will attend.  It is hoped that NDII might influence standardisation of digital 
metadata and image quality, amongst other issues. 
 
7. Report by Publicity Officer Jane Furness 
 
There is nothing to report at this time. 
 
8. Library reports 
 
Given 
 
9. John McKay commemoration 
 
After the sad loss of John McKay in November, it was agreed by all that SVAG would make a 
financial contribution to some sort of memorial project for John at GSA, though it was not yet clear 
what form this would take.  Books and artworks were suggested. 
 
10. Any Other Business 
 
SVAG’s relationship with SCURL 
SVAG is a subgroup of SCURL, amongst many others.  SCURL business committee wants to work 
out a common thread/template for all subgroups.  At present, SVAG have not been asked to report 
(except on the subject of UCABLIS) for around 3 years.  As subgroups are expected to make 
meeting minutes publicly available, there was a general discussion of whether we want the minutes, 
as they stand now, on the website.   
 
11. Date of Next Meeting 
 
We will try to schedule the meeting within the first 2 weeks of June at the University of St. Andrews 


