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Wednesday 8 June 2005 
 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
Accepted with minor amendments. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
Dealt with throughout rest of meeting. 
 
3. UCABLIS 
 
The UCABLIS mini-clump has 9 contributing sites, including NLS/ECA.  Many original participants are 
still missing as well as desirable participants such as GSA.  In the short term, this can be worked on 
(using original data?).  However, Gordon Dunsire (amongst others) thinks UCABLIS should ‘sit tight’ as it 
is, as there are many developments on the horizon.  For example, the CDLR (overseen by COSMIC?) is 
looking into software with more search specificity, which would be a great help with the larger record sets 
in UCABLIS.  Perhaps this is the next project for 2006 – working on these developments?  Gordon also 
feels that further encouragement for sites to join should be put on hold, as desirable participants will 
soon be CAIRNS compliant on their own backs. 
 
Now that UCABLIS is gaining its own momentum, SVAG’s involvement may be minimised – we might 
need a new project!  There was a general discussion of use of the original UCABLIS database, which 
should probably be pulled now that the mini-clump is running satisfactorily. 
 
ACTION: Working group to discuss changeover from the original database/publicity for the mini-clump 
before the next SVAG meeting (this will be an agenda item then). 
 
4. ARLIS Update 
 
The ARLIS NCC met in April; SVAG did not attend this meeting due to short notice of change of date, 
but will be attending the meeting on 12 September to report on SVAG’s last two meetings.  In April, NCC 
members discussed progress on the NCC forward business plan; they also discussed membership 
criteria and the disbanding of the RLG Art & Architecture Group, as well as updates on the member 
institutions. 
 
5. Visual Arts Research Institute, Edinburgh (VARIE) 
 
There is no report for this meeting. 
 
6. Visual Resources 
 
a) AMICO / CAMIO 
Over a year ago, AMICO announced their upcoming end, then RLG announced a continuation service 
called CAMIO, with a large price increase. SVAG suggested a consortium amongst group members to 
negotiate some sort of CAMIO price discount for all.  It is worth noting that this is not the only product 
offering AMICO images.  Wilson offers some AMICO images (along with many others) which integrate 
with their products such as Art Abstracts, Art Full Text etc.; there will also be ARTstor, along with other 
providers.  Members suggested that we need to think about what schemes are available and what a 
SVAG/consortium response could and should be.  Apparently, since there was little take-up from the 
JISC AMICO agreement, CHEST will not be looking into this issue.  Amongst meeting attendees, doubts 
were raised about whether the collection was a worthwhile investment, or whether the money would be 
better spent on cherry-picking legal digital images needed by the individual SVAG member sites.  There 
may also be developments on the image portal front which the group should watch. 
 



A side discussion developed on the problems of developing slides in the advent of digital photography – 
in-house labs are closing and outside developing is becoming scarce – so members swapped 
information on how they are dealing with these changes.  As another aside, the CLA digital licence is 
coming on 1st August, covering use of images within VLEs etc.  It says images may be stored digitally, 
but may not be archived or indexed!  There was much discussion of this issue, including the position of 
the VRA on this issue. 
 
b) The Digital Picture 
Many SVAG members attended the Scottish NDII/Digital Picture seminar at St. Andrews in January.  
Some felt that the talk was more inspiring than the actual questionnaire that was sent out and that it gave 
very little direction.  The Digital Picture site http://thedigitalpicture.ac.uk/ has up-to-date 
information/results, the online questionnaire and a ‘vision paper’; no one had received any emails from 
the mailing list to that date.  There will be a further (and last) Scottish meeting in late June at GSA and 
some SVAG members will be attending that as well – it was hoped that further developments would 
come to light there.   
 
There was general concern that, if digital imaging issues don’t get clarified soon by the NDII, DACS, CLA 
etc., there would be a ‘free-for-all’ regarding the use of these images in education, especially as the CLA 
licence seems untenable in the long run as it stands.  SVAG may, as its next project, want to try to clarify 
a Scottish position if this is an ongoing problem! 
 
7. Publicity Officer Report 
 
SVAG were represented at the ELISA Open Day on 3 May at Edinburgh University Library, and contact 
was made with Royal College of Surgeons Library, who was invited to the current SVAG meeting.  
SVAG were also represented at the CIGS meeting on 6 May, at University of Strathclyde, regarding 
Union catalogues in Scotland 
 
8. Library reports 
 
Given 
 
9. Any Other Business 
 
a) John McKay memorial/commemoration 
Since SVAG offered to provide a sum of money for a memorial to John McKay to be located at Glasgow 
School of Art, some progress has been made towards collecting additional money and deciding the form 
the memorial should take.  The GSA directorate has offered £500 and we are about to ask GSA staff to 
add to this. We will probably also give friends of John on Artdeslib the opportunity to contribute.  The 
memorial will be an artwork, most probably a painting or a print, produced by a student of GSA.  
 
Further to the report above, it was discovered that if GSA buy a painting by a member of staff or 
graduates of the School, they can apply to the National Art Collection Fund for a grant of £5,000 to put 
towards the purchase.  
 
SVAG will be asked about a financial contribution when this is more finalised in the near future. 
 
10. Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held Tuesday 6 December in the Dean Gallery Board Room. 
 

http://thedigitalpicture.ac.uk/

