
Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 
Napier University, Craiglockhart Campus, Edinburgh 

Friday 23rd June 2006 
 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The Minutes were accepted. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
No matters arising 
 
3. UCABLIS 
 
UCABLIS miniclump (CAIRNS) – progressing.  11 institutions are now included, and searches work.  
There are still some significant missing areas, however.  The National Museums of Scotland expect to 
be ready to join in September, and the National Galleries aim to be up within the next few months.  That 
will leave Edinburgh and Glasgow City libraries as the main institutions that are still missing.  The next 
stage of work to be carried out will be to include more specific core subject areas. 
 
The “classic UCABLIS” link seems to have disappeared from the online resources section of the NLS 
webpages recently – the link should be http://www.nls.uk/sitemap/databases.html.  We still need access 
to this, as some items in classic UCABLIS cannot be found via Cairns. 
 
4. ARLIS Update 
 
SVAG attended the ARLIS National Co-ordination Committee meeting on 31st May. 
 
Issues were: 
 
ARLIS Business Plan 
Resource Discovery projects – SUNCAT, VKK Karlsruhe (Virtual Catalogue for Art History), WorldCAT 
 
National Art Library planning to put holdings of auction house sale catalogues into a database 
searchable by Z38.50.  Do any SVAG libraries have holdings that should be added? 
 
British Library – content strategy consultation for all subject areas.  The NCC has a remit to respond for 
the Visual Arts. SVAG will circulate the issues for consultation.  As the only really active group reporting 
to NCC we need to let them know if we are happy with their stance.  The British Library’s role in Higher 
Education is in question, especially in Scotland.  BL content strategy is based around the Research 
Assessment, is this still relevant?  How do the BL’s digital storage plans link in with CASS, the 
collaborative store project in Scotland? 
 
The ARLIS Conference will be at the University of Northumbria in July. EDINA will be exhibiting there. 
 
5. Visual Arts Research Institute, Edinburgh (VARIE) 
 
Seminars: ‘Seeing is Believing’ and ‘Images and Trust?’ 
Held over the course of December 2005 to March 2006. Seeing is Believing probed the relationship 
between visuality and cognition. Over five sessions, some 100 scholars and artists from across the arts 
and sciences discussed how they depict within their specialist areas such conditions as Direction, 
Dimension, Velocity and Causality, and how this process of representation affects the way in which the 
condition is understood. From October 2006, another set of seminars will respond to the problem of 
images and trust (hence the question mark). 
 
Visuality and Cognition Symposium, 6 May 2006 
The historian Barbara Stafford (University of Chicago) took part in an IASH/VARIE symposium to discuss 
the latest scholarly developments in the field of Visuality and Cognition with a view to developing the 

http://www.nls.uk/sitemap/databases.html


major conference ‘Image and Meaning 3’ to be held in Edinburgh in 2009. Organised with Professor 
Susan Manning (Director, IASH) and Professor Claire Colebrook (UoE), 15 participants from the 
sciences and humanities participated. 
 
Forum on Art History and Visual Culture in Scotland, Glasgow 
In early May, a meeting of representatives from ECA, the Universities of Glasgow, Edinburgh and St 
Andrews, and the National Galleries was held in the History of Art department at the University of 
Glasgow to discuss research activity and future collaboration between HEIs and museums and galleries. 
A larger meeting will be held in September to develop these conversations. 
 
New Journal 
The Getty Foundation has awarded VARIE $440,000 to produce a new journal called AIT: Art in 
Translation to be published by the University of Chicago Press. Here follows our official description: 
 
Edited by Iain Boyd Whyte, AIT will publish the best writing from around the world on the visual arts, 
architecture, and design in English translation.  A pilot issue scheduled for September 2007 will be 
followed by issue number one in March 2008.  Thereafter, AIT will appear twice a year, possibly 
interspersed with special issues devoted to one theme or one country.  It will bring new and unknown 
material to the English-reading audience, and at the same time will provide a bridge across language 
barriers, offering to a global readership important scholarship and criticism drawn from across the world.  
The goal is a journal of intellectual stimulation, breadth, and diversity.  
 
There will be an equal focus on the object and its interpretation.  As Erwin Panofsky insisted in his great 
(and untranslated) essay “Über das Verhältnis der Kunstgeschichte zur Kunstheorie” (On the 
relationship between art history and art theory, 1925): “without objects, art-theoretical concepts are 
empty; without concepts, art-historical objects are blind.”   Although primarily devoted to contemporary 
writing, each issue of AIT will carry five or six significant historical texts whose translation and 
dissemination will benefit a broad audience.  To give two examples drawn from Japan:  Itô Chûta’s 
“Hôryûji Kenchiku ron” (Thesis on the architecture at Hôryûji, 1893) is a pivotal text on the early 
architectural history of Japan.  Similarly, Okamoto Tarô’s “Jômon doki ron” (Thesis on Jômon period 
ceramics, 1952) is the most famous essay of its generation in Japan, and reclaims particular pre-
historic cultural and aesthetic principles as alternatives for contemporary practice.   Like the Panofsky 
essay, neither of these seminal texts is available in English.  Over the years, the ongoing translation of 
key articles and essays like these will create a very significant archive of texts, which will be invaluable 
for both teaching and research. 
  
Future Projects and Events 
 
Exhibitions to be developed 

 The City and the Crowd (Stephen Cairns, UoE) 
 Darwin-related exhibition (Andrew Patrizio, ECA) 

 
Conferences 

 One-day conference on Picasso’s ceramics and graphic works, October 2007 [To coincide with 
the exhibitions Picasso at Vallauris (NMS) and Picasso’s graphic works (NGS)] 

 Two-day conference on British-German Relations in the Visual Arts, 1945-1970 (NGS), 
organised by Daniel Hermann (Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art) 

 
Research projects 

 Mark Dorrian (ACE, UoE) and CNRS, Paris: The Aerial View (British Academy) 
This project will begin in the next academic year. 

 Patricia Macdonald (ACE, UoE): Cultural Landscape  
Three applications were submitted to the AHRC Landscape and Environment scheme. 

 
Other News 

 Brochure and website 
The new VARIE promotional brochure is ready, as is the new website (see 
http://ace.caad.ed.ac.uk/varie/).  



 The National Library of Scotland has joined the VARIE consortium and is now an associate 
member. 

 The RIHA (the International Association of Research Institutes in the History of Art) Annual 
Meeting will take place in October 2007 in Edinburgh. 

 
 
6. Visual Resources 
 
Copyright  
While we await the results of the Gower review, new copyright legislation in Australia has smoothed the 
way for all education users – we should promote the Australian model here as well!   
(http://www.ag.gov.au/agd/WWW/MinisterRuddockHome.nsf/Page/Media_Releases_2006_Second_Qua
rter_14_May_2006_-_Major_Copyright_Reforms_Strike_Balace_-_0882006) 
 
It was suggested that Gordon Brown should be lobbied with emails about the Gower review!  
(http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/media/978/9B/gowers_callforevidence230206.pdf) 
 
DACS meetings are reported as being “about to take place” regarding digitisation licences.  Some group 
members feel that if nothing happens soon, DACS may well be overtaken by other events. 
 
Digital Picture 
JISC Images Working Group are now planning a simpler approach.  Cost is a major issue.  The URL of 
the final report is http://thedigitalpicture.ac.uk/documents/index.html. 
 
ARTstor 
There has been no move yet from JISC to subsidise ARTstor.  Edinburgh University are testing it, and 
have extended until December. 
 
The Offlline Image Viewer (OIV) is to come out as freeware in March.  Glasgow University have used 
ARTstor intensively, but the pricing structure is as yet unknown.  It would be adequate to provide most of 
the required images for undergraduate levels 1 & 2, but not so sure for Honours level.  Athens testing 
worked, but by the time it appears, it may need to use Shibboleth.  The service was also quite widely 
used outside the Art history department, e.g. by the History department. 
 
It may be worth investigating whether ARTstor may accept images from an institution, and offset this 
against cost of subscription. 
 
Survey collections (pre-selected sets of resources for teaching purposes) – are they considering UK 
Higher Education needs?  Institutions have such differing needs that making your own images will 
always be more attractive.  At Edinburgh University, students are often satisfied with images from free 
sources like Artcyclopedia, even though the quality may not be as high. 
 
Creative Commons – there are now some reasonably useful sites. 
St. Andrews have ordered a DVD of images from Germany. . 
 
 
7.  Publicity Officer 
 
The SVAG leaflet was circulated at the ELISA Edinburgh Libraries Fair, which was a successful event, 
and may be open to the public as well next year.  SVAG will also take the leaflets to the ARLIS 
conference. 
 
 
8. Library reports 
 
Given 
 
9. Any Other Business 
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Call for Convenor 
A call was made for a new SVAG convenor 
 
Relationship with SCURL 
It was decided that a tidied-up version of the SVAG minutes, without the individual library reports, should 
be included on the SVAG website. 
The group would consider whether an annual action/business plan should be submitted to SCURL.   
 
SVAG projects 
Members were encouraged to consider whether there are any new projects we would like to get involved 
in. 
 
Learning Spaces Reports 
PC circulated some URLs of interesting reports that have come out recently 
 

http://www.sfc.ac.uk/library/06854fc203db2fbd0000010a02403b0a/Spaces_for_L

earning_report.pdf 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/JISClearningspaces.pdf 
Is anyone aware of a similar working group with an art focus?  Possibly there may have been something 
in the FE sector. This could be an idea for a SVAG project? 
 
10. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Dundee was suggested for the next meeting, possibly week of 4th December 
 
Glasgow University is a possible venue for June, as the renovation of the arts floors may be complete by 
then. 
 
 
Post-meeting activities 
Some members of the group were able to stay on and visit the small exhibition centring round the War 
Poets Collection of books held at Napier University.  Catherine Walker from Napier Library gave a short 
talk on the collection and the history of the Craiglockhart building. 
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