
Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 
EDINA Offices, Edinburgh 
Wednesday 27th June 2007 

 
Present: Wilson Smith (Edinburgh College of Art Library – SVAG Convenor), Paula Cuccurullo (EDINA, 
University of Edinburgh – secretary),  Duncan Chappell (Glasgow School of Art Library), Sarah Dallman 
(National Museum of Scotland Library), Jane Furness (Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art Library), 
Morag Henderson [MHH] (Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art & Design Library, University of 
Dundee), Margaret Humfrey [MZH] (School of Art History VRC, University of St Andrews), Gillian 
Johnstone, Edinburgh University, Art & Architecture Library,  Marian Kirton (Napier University Learning 
Information Services), Joan Stewart (Glasgow City Libraries), Hil Williamson (Edinburgh City Libraries), 
Brenda Woods (Fine Art Library, Edinburgh City Libraries) 
 
Apologies: Richard Bapty (Glasgow University Library), Penelope Carter (National Gallery of Scotland 
Library), Jill Evans (SCURL), Andrew Martin (National Museum of Scotland Library), Justin Parkes 
(RGU) 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
Clarification was sought on point 6 – Gowers Review  “The advice that it is OK to upload material to a 
VLE unless there is a specific licensing scheme in place….”  - this refers to the current situation with  
respect to the ERA licence for off-air recordings. 
 
The Minutes were then accepted. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
No points raised 
 
3. Change of Convenor 
 
Wilson Smith is standing down as Convenor, having served in the post rather longer than expected, and 
Jane Furness has agreed to take over this role for the next 2 meetings.   
 
4. UCABLIS update 
 
Union Catalogue of Art Books in Libraries in Scotland 
http://cairns.lib.strath.ac.uk/CAIRNSService/ZCatSrch.cfm?uMiniID=11 
or http://cairns.lib.strath.ac.uk/  →  Miniclumps → UCABLIS 
  
Edinburgh City Libraries is now included in UCABLIS.  The site has been updated and the front page is 
now a little clearer.  It is hoped that the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art and the National Museum 
of Scotland catalogues will be available soon, which will make it a lot more valuable. 
 
There were concerns that not enough people are likely to be aware of the service. Duncan of 
Jordanstone have included it on their website and in their Metalib service – those who make use of it 
should consider ways to promote it.  The old UCABLIS catalogue is still searchable via the National 
Library, containing additions up to 2000, but only for Edinburgh libraries. 
 
http://ucablis.nls.uk/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First 
or http://www.nls.uk/ → Catalogues → Online resources → UCABLIS (For pre-2001 entries click on the 
link and do not be put off by the fact that it says “This service has now been replaced by CAIRNS“) 
 
5. ARLIS Update (PC) 
 
The latest NCC meeting was cancelled, so nothing to report at present.  The annual conference in 
Cheltenham is coming up soon. 
Doug Dodds from the National Art Library at the V&A would like to attend the next SVAG meeting to talk 
about Arlis.net. 

http://cairns.lib.strath.ac.uk/CAIRNSService/ZCatSrch.cfm?uMiniID=11
http://cairns.lib.strath.ac.uk/
http://ucablis.nls.uk/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First
http://www.nls.uk/
http://cairns.lib.strath.ac.uk/CAIRNSService/ZCatSrch.cfm?uMiniID=11


 
 
6. Visual Arts Research Institute, Edinburgh (VARIE) 
 
No report or apologies were received, but it seems Stacey Boldrick is leaving VARIE imminently.  It is 
likely that the VARIE structure will be somewhat different in future. 
 
7. Visual Resources 
 
DACS 
Margaret Humfrey had attended a meeting in London about the proposed DACS proposed scheme for 
licensing digital images for education.  Art history seems to be the area that is causing them the most 
problems.   
 
Margaret circulated a paper containing her suggestions for an ideal licence to meet educational 
requirements.  A blanket licence along the lines of the CLA licence, or better still the ERA model (both 
based on student numbers) would be the most practical, as it would be much too time-consuming to 
report individual images. Academic staff are not willing to take the time to investigate the rights issues for 
their teaching images, they just go ahead.  It would need to cover digitisation (format-shifting) of existing 
slide collections, whether purchased or created in-house, as well as capture of new images from print 
and internet sources.  It should also provide global indemnification, i.e. items are assumed to be 
permissible if not covered by the DACS licence, similarly to the ERA off-air recording licence.  It must 
embrace the full range of teaching techniques, e.g. lecturing, tutorials, use in VLEs, use in student 
essays.  The images would not be used for publishing purposes, so need not be very high resolution. 
Digitisation should be permitted from books, journals, catalogues, cards, photographs and newspapers. 
There could be a mechanism for retrospective coverage, with the price based on the size of collection. 
 
The commercially-available databases such as ArtStor and Bridgeman Art Library never contain all the 
images that are required, so are too expensive to purchase, given less than ideal relevancy.  
 
Margaret has submitted her paper already, but it would be good to draft a group response to ARLIS - the 
deadline is around July 16th.  
 
Action:  Margaret, Morag and Gillian, as the people most affected, will collaborate on a response 
and circulate the result. 
 
AHDS cessation of funding 
 
The group was dismayed by the news that the Arts & Humanities Research Board has decided to 
withdraw funding from the Arts and Humanities Data Service (AHDS).  JISC had been matching this 
funding, but with the withdrawal of the AHRB funding they have decided they must also withdraw. 
 
It is thought that the plan is that the collections will revert back to the creator institutions, to be hosted 
there.  This is going to mean that the benefit of having all these projects in one place will be lost, e.g. the 
flexibility to cross-search any number of the projects at once, in a growing database.  The AHDS was set 
up in the first place to get round the problem of sustainability for projects, since in their host institutions 
they are very vulnerable to staff changes and changes in priorities and resourcing.  It is particularly ironic 
that it the AHRB makes it a condition of grant that results should be deposited with AHDS! 
 
There is thought to be a possibility that the collections are to revert to VADS (Visual Arts Data Service).  
 
Action: Margaret offered to contact Mike Pringle to ask about VADS involvement. 
Action: Paula to draft a letter of objection to the plans on behalf of the group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Other visual resources 
 
Edinburgh University Fine Art Library are using Scholars Resource – it costs them $7 per item, and 
covers educational purposes (but fees are based on numbers of students) - 
http://www.scholarsresource.com/ 
They are also purchasing a Canadian architectural database, ArchiVision, coming in at $15,000 - 
http://www.archivision.com/ 
 
Edinburgh College of Art have been trying out various services: - 

AMIG – Art Museum Image Gallery 
This has come out as a JISC deal, but in fact costs more for ECA! 
 
Cameo – (Research Libraries Group) – via OCLC / Athens 

 ArtStor – being offered on JISC website, though apparently not a JISC deal 
 For ECA this seems to be better value than AMIG, but images can only be used within ArtStor 
They still have AMICA – 50c per student 
They also have Bridgeman Art Library, but have issues with the size of the images (EU Slide Library 
think they are OK?) 
 
JISC is currently looking at the possibility of widening access to their deals to non FE/HE institutions, and 
how to get materials into schools. 
 
Wilson is involved with SHEDL – a project looking at national licensing of databases, either within HE or 
including the general public.  The initial focus is on science, but he would like to see this broadened to 
include arts subjects. 
 
 
7.   Publicity Officer 
 
Now that Jane is Convenor, she would like to pass over the publicity role to someone else.  Lately the 
role has mainly involved distribution of leaflets at meetings and by mail.  She feels we should make more 
use of our website to present “official” responses to questions such as the AHDS funding or the DACS 
proposals.  .  An acronym demystifier might be useful for new members.  Perhaps we should be looking 
at new tools, such as wikis and blogs – there might be better tools for members-only communications?  
We can keep the mailing list for discussion, though important to bear in mind that it is not totally closed – 
new members can add themselves, though we are able to monitor membership.  Wilson, Jane and Paula 
are currently the list owners.  The current SVAG website is at http://scurl.ac.uk/about/svag.html. 
 
Action: Duncan volunteered to look into the possibility of enhancing our web presence and 
making use of the new tools that are available. 
 
Paula is still working on an official version of the minutes for SCURL, without the library reports. 
 
George Macgregor at CDLR has made the requested amendments to the SVAG webpages (SCURL), 
and has taken steps to stop the old SVAG (BUBL) website showing up in search engine results, though 
this may take some time before they have all updated their indexes.  George is leaving CDLR, but Emma 
McCulloch has agreed to function as an interim contact.  
  
8. Any Other Business 
 
The group thanked Wilson for acting as Convenor for rather longer than expected, and thanked EDINA 
for hosting the meeting. 
 
  
9. Date of Next Meeting 
 
The proposed date for the winter meeting is Thursday 29th November, probably in the new Edinburgh 
College of Art Library.  Glasgow University may be a possibility for the summer meeting. 
 

http://www.scholarsresource.com/
http://www.archivision.com/
http://scurl.ac.uk/about/svag.html

