
Amended 12/8/08 MK     
     

    1 

 

Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 
Glasgow University Library 

Thursday 5th June 2008 
 
Present: Jane Furness (Edinburgh College of Art Library / SVAG Convenor), Richard Bapty (Glasgow 
University Library), Duncan Chappell (Glasgow School of Art Library), Paula Cuccurullo (EDINA, 
University of Edinburgh), Sanne Dijkstra-Downie (Visual Arts Research Institute, Edinburgh),  Morag 
Henderson (Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art & Design Library, University of Dundee), Sarah 
Jeffcott (Scottish National Portrait Gallery Library), Gillian Johnstone (Edinburgh University, Art & 
Architecture Library),  Marian Kirton (Napier University Learning Information Services), Joan Stewart 
(Glasgow City Libraries), Kerry Watson (Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art Library), Brenda Woods 
(Fine Art Library, Edinburgh City Libraries) 
 
Apologies: Penelope Carter (National Gallery of Scotland Library), Sarah Dallman (National Museums 
Scotland Library), Gilian Dawson (Aberdeen University Library), Jill Evans (SCURL), Kevin Halliwell 
(National Library of Scotland), Margaret Humfrey (School of Art History VRC, University of St Andrews), 
Christine Love-Rodgers, (Edinburgh University Library), Hil Williamson (Edinburgh City Libraries) 
 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting (29 November 2007) 
 
Amendment: Item 5: VARIE is still publishing the journal Art in Translation. 
The minutes were then accepted. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
3. UCABLIS update  (Union Catalogue of Art Books in Libraries in Scotland) 
 
12 of the 24 member libraries are now on the service. The National Museums and National Galleries 
libraries are still not on UCABLIS, due to problems with firewalls.  The National Museums OPAC is now 
available to the public, but the National Galleries’ OPAC is still only available in the library for staff and 
visitors. 
 
Dennis Nicholson is still the contact at CDLR (Centre for Digital Library Research) where the UCABLIS 
service is hosted. 
 
4. ARLIS Update (Paula Cuccurullo) 
 
Paula had attended a recent ARLIS National Co-ordination Committee meeting.  Apparently SVAG are 
the only regional group currently reporting to ARLIS.  Our input is welcomed, as was Doug Dodds’ 
attendance at the previous SVAG meeting. 
 
The Research Libraries Group in the United States is currently working on a project to map book 
holdings. Doug Dodds is interested in using the ARLIS Directory to map strengths and weaknesses of 
UK libraries, and is aiming to test this out using architecture as a subject.  It might be possible to have a 
weblink on the SVAG website which would highlight strengths of Scottish libraries, somewhat 
reminiscent of Conspectus. 
 
Action: Paula will contact Doug Dodds to express interest. 
 
The ARLIS website is currently undergoing a revamp – it is currently rather “content-light”. 
 
The ARLIS conference will take place at the end of July in Liverpool.  It was noted that there has not 
been an ARLIS event in Scotland for a number of years. 
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5. Visual Arts Research Institute, Edinburgh (VARIE) 
 
Sanne Dijkstra-Downie, the new VARIE administrator, was welcomed to the meeting. 
 
VARIE is working with the Courtauld Institute of Art to adapt the British Academy's guidelines on 
copyright, which they hope RIHA (International Association of Research Institutes in the History of Art) 
will endorse and adopt. The purpose of these guidelines is to negotiate a fairer approach to using 
images for academic purposes.   
Action:  Sanne would be glad to hear from anyone with expertise in this area. 
   
(1.) Events and activities (Feb-May 2008) 
 
(1.1)  New Staff 
 
On 4 February 2008, Sanne Dijkstra-Downie joined VARIE as its first full-time Administrator. She 
previously worked at the National Galleries of Scotland as IT Gallery Curator (Mon-Wed) and at the 
National Museums Scotland as World Cultures Administrator (Wed-Fri). Like Stacy, Sanne is based in 
Minto House, 20 Chambers Street, and can be contacted on 0131 650 2352 or sanne.dijkstra-
downie@ed.ac.uk 
 
(1.2) Darwin’s Edinburgh symposium 
 
On 14 March, VARIE co-organised a symposium entitled ‘Darwin’s Edinburgh’ (see also Darwin and 
Scotland Project under 2.1). Funded by the Royal Society of Edinburgh, the symposium's aim was to 
initiate interdisciplinary dialogue about Darwin’s experiences in Edinburgh, and the impact of Darwinism 
on the city. It was also intended to strengthen ideas for an exhibition in the Talbot Rice Gallery in 2009. 
The event was recorded and mp3 files of the lectures are now available online 
(http://ace.caad.ed.ac.uk/Darwin  Resources). 
 
(1.3) Royal Collection Research Seminar 
 
VARIE contributed to a very successful research seminar at the Queen’s Gallery on 27 February. The 
event was based around the exhibition of Flemish paintings from the Royal Collection, Bruegel to 
Rubens. Masters of Flemish Painting and brought together scholars from academic institutions and 
galleries throughout Scotland. 
 
(1.4) National Museums Scotland - Collaboration event 
 
The ACE Research Office and VARIE organised a visit of NMS staff to the School of Arts, Culture and 
Environment (University of Edinburgh) on Friday 18 April. This well-attended event showed that there are 
many cross-overs and potential collaborations that could be explored further. One of the suggestions 
was to set up a collaborative MSc in Curating and Collecting, which could include lectures from staff from 
NGS, NMS and eca. 
 
(1.5) Funding Workshops with Edinburgh Research & Innovation 
 
VARIE has initiated a series of workshops on how to apply for research funding, in association with 
Edinburgh Research & Innovation. The first workshop, held on 29 April, was attended by 11 members of 
ACE staff. The second workshop on Knowledge Transfer Partnership took place on 13 May and was 
attended by representatives from all VARIE partner institutions. A further grant-writing workshop is 
planned for early June. 
 
(1.6) Newsletter and Seminar Listing 
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VARIE has undertaken to publicise all research seminars, talks and lectures that take place at its partner 
institutions. The list of seminars is published on the VARIE website and a link to the latest listing is e-
mailed monthly to subscribers. Early feedback has been extremely positive and we will certainly continue 
to provide this service. The seminar listings in April, July, October and January will be accompanied by a 
quarterly VARIE newsletter which will report on projects, publications and funding successes. You can 
subscribe to the newsletter and seminar listings on the VARIE website (see 1.7). 
 
(1.7) VARIE website 
 
The VARIE website (http://ace.caad.ed.ac.uk/VARIE) has been redesigned, expanded and updated. It 
now also hosts dedicated websites for the Darwin and Scotland Research Project 
(http://ace.caad.ed.ac.uk/Darwin) and Art in Translation (www.artintranslation.org). 
 
(2.) Projects 2008-09 
 
(2.1) Darwin and Scotland Project 
 
The year 2009 marks the bicentenary of the birth of Charles Darwin and the 150th anniversary of the 
publication of On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection. These twin anniversaries offer a 
unique opportunity to explore and examine the relationship between Darwin and Scotland. From 1825 
until 1827, Darwin was an undergraduate at the Medical School of the University of Edinburgh. During 
these two years, he was introduced to natural history research methods and presented his first scientific 
discoveries to the learned societies at the University of Edinburgh. Biographers now believe that these 
early experiences had a lasting impact on Darwin’s life and work. 
 
The Darwin and Scotland project’s main aim is to stage an exhibition in the Talbot Rice Gallery in the 
autumn of 2009. This exhibition will present historic material alongside contemporary art inspired by an 
image from the Origin of Species, ‘The Entangled Bank’. There will be an accompanying catalogue and 
a number of associated events. VARIE is waiting to hear the decision by the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council to award the project a research grant. 
 
The project is led by John Scally (University Collections) and Iain Boyd Whyte (VARIE). The Darwin 
Advisory Group includes Andrew Patrizio (eca), Geoff Swinney (NMS) and Pat Fisher (Talbot Rice 
Gallery). 
 
(2.2) Translation - AIT 
 
Art in Translation (AIT) is a new e-journal which will publish English translations of the best writing from 
around the world on the visual arts, architecture, and design. AIT will be officially launched at the annual 
conference of the College Art Association, Los Angeles, in February 2009. The journal will appear three 
times a year, with the first issue due out in March 2009. It will be published by Berg Publishers (Oxford) 
and hosted by Ingenta (www.ingentaconnect.com).  
 
Professor Iain Boyd Whyte is the Editor of AIT, Dr Claudia Heide is the Editorial Manager and Sanne 
Dijkstra-Downie is Copyright Manager. Translations and copyright clearance for the first issue of AIT are 
now in progress. 
 
(2.3) Translation – IASH 
 
To mark the publication of the first issue of Art in Translation in March 2009, VARIE will host an 
international conference on the topic of Translation in Visual Culture. VARIE will also collaborate with 
IASH (Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities), who are set to choose ‘Translation’ as their 
overarching research theme for 2009.  
 
(2.4) Calton Hill – Genius Loci  
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VARIE is working with Edinburgh World Heritage and Edinburgh City Council to find funding for research 
that would inform a new management plan for Edinburgh's Calton Hill. In March 2008, the AHRC 
awarded the project a Collaborative Doctoral Award of £55,000, entitled: “Genius Loci of the Athens of 
the North: the cultural significance of Edinburgh's Calton Hill”. A large research grant application to 
another funding body has also been submitted. 
 
6. Visual Resources 
 
TASI (Technical Advisory Services for Images) is expanding to take over a similar remit for sound and 
moving images. 
 
DACS and image clearance– it is possible there will be a digital agreement by August. 
 
Richard Bapty had experienced difficulties with image clearance for e-theses.  Images that would have 
been OK in print format may have to be embargoed in electronic format.  This is very similar to the 
problems VARIE have been having.  Glasgow University Library is looking to appoint a dedicated lawyer 
to take care of this aspect of their e-prints server and VLE delivery.  It is likely that case law will develop 
in this area, the USA is already further ahead with this, e.g. ProQuest, but Glasgow is in the forefront of 
e-submission in the UK.  Morag Greig is the person at Glasgow with the best knowledge of repository 
matters. 
 
Artists’ Books  
 
A small group of members based in Edinburgh recently met to discuss a common interest in collecting 
Artists’ books.  Hil Williamson took some notes at the meeting, paper copies were available, if anyone is 
interested in seeing these.  The various libraries turned out to have slightly different and complementary 
interests and reasons for collecting.  It seemed to be a good idea to invite involvement of members from 
other cities. 
 
SVAG had explored some possibilities with regard to artists’ books in the past, and it might perhaps be a 
good time to revisit this topic and try to create some kind of centralised area for information.  Glasgow 
School of Art have an exploitation strategy for their artists’ books, which are searchable via their 
catalogue.  The art colleges quite often purchase works from their own students. Duncan of Jordanstone 
Visual Resource Centre website contains information and images of their collection – Morag Henderson 
will investigate potential links.  Glasgow University do not have a separate category for theirs – perhaps 
we could come up with some kind of consistent tagging between institutions.  Hil Williamson is trying to 
contact Ann Simpson at the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art to see whether some collaboration is 
possible, as SNGMA have plans for an exhibition on the subject of artists’ books.  It might be that other 
libraries could have small displays to coincide. 
 
Ideas for development included using UCABLIS (though not all key players on yet), having a feature in 
the SVAG website (see below), making use of the ARLIS website, and some possible collaboration for 
the ELISA Edinburgh Libraries Fair on November 8th. 
 
 
7.     Report by Publicity Officer 
 
Jane is planning to revamp the SVAG leaflet. 
 
Some members have sent updates to their institutional contact information on the SVAG pages.   
 
Action: Please could members check their data for accuracy, and check the ARLIS.net entries as 
well.      The URLs are:  SVAG  - http://scurl.ac.uk/about/svag.html    ARLIS -   http://www.arlis.org.uk/ - 
though the pages seem to be down just now. 
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8.  SVAG website 
 
Duncan Chappell had produced a paper (previously circulated) on the possibility of using Web 2.0 
technologies to create a more active SVAG website.  The current webpages on the SCURL site are not 
under our direct control, we have to ask the Centre for Digital Library Research at Strathclyde University 
to make changes for us.  At the moment we only have information there that is fairly static and relatively 
easy to maintain, and the process of making changes is awkward.  Paula is preparing some cut-down 
minutes to be added to the site, which will contain edited versions of the main topics, but will omit 
individual library news items;  she will circulate these before they go live. 
 
It would be good to have more control of our website, but this would probably not be possible on the 
SCURL site.  The suggestion is to create our own webpages using public domain software, which could 
sit behind the SCURL pages, which would still act as a front end.  We could try setting up a blog with 
current news and events for public consumption, and perhaps a wiki for SVAG members’ use.  Uploads 
could possibly be the responsibility of the Publicity Officer. 
 
Action: Duncan will create a prototype blog and/or wiki 
 
 
9. Library reports 
 
Aberdeen University Library (Gilian Dawson) 
 
The University Court meets at the end of June and will make a final decision on the new library.  
Although it has got planning permission the Court has to approve the money side.  If it approves building 
will start in Spring 2009. 
 
We are moving ahead with inputting images (early photographic collections and manuscripts) from our 
Special Libraries & Archives into Digitool (Ex Libris product).  It will also be our open access repository 
and home for exam papers. 
 
For the Aberdeen Word Festival in early May we launched our Turning Pages of the Aberdeen Bestiary, 
based on the British Library’s system.  It has not yet gone live to the public but should be shortly. 
 
Dundee/Duncan of Jordanstone Library  (Morag Henderson) 
(from meeting notes, MK) 
 
The new library extension is now up and running.   There is, however, still a need to relegate stock due 
to lack of space.  The University Librarian is retiring, no news yet of a successor.   There has been some 
movement in the library senior management, the former Associate Librarian is not the Depute, and there 
is to be a new Associate. 
 
Duncan of Jordanstone is also relegating stock, anything not used in the last 4 years is moving into 
closed access.   
 
This year’s degree show was very successful. 
 
Edinburgh College of Art Library (Jane Furness) 
 
The new College Library 
The new library at Evolution House has now been operating for 15 months. 
The main strategic issue which remains to be completed is the installation of a package of security and 
access measures which will provide better provision for readers with disabilities, and allow extension of 
the library perimeter to include additional study space.  
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Library store material has now been located offsite using the company Datasafe, as a temporary 
measure until the Estate can provide storage on-campus. We have found Datasafe to be very competent 
as an off-site storage and retrieval solution. 
 
We have now launched our Code of Conduct to students and staff via our pages on the library e-portal. 
 
Staffing 
We are still without a specialised subject librarian to cover architecture and landscape, and this lack is 
now critical. College management is keen to put this is the context of the alignment of architectural 
education project, and the proposed job spec for a part-time replacement envisages a liaison role with 
our partner institutions, particularly the University of Edinburgh. We feel that the architectural alignment 
project represents an opportunity for creative thinking about collaborative collection development. 
 
Technology 
We aim to launch our demonstration Luna Insight image database to staff and students at the start of the 
next academic session. 
 
RefWorks has now been installed in the College as our preferred bibliographic management software, 
and the Technical Services Librarian has been instrumental in teaching its use to students and staff.  
 
We are considering two new Web 2.0 applications as part of our membership of the Scottish Digital 
Library Consortium, namely Webfeat and Aquabrowser. We feel that Aquabrowser in particular will 
complement the visual and non-linear way in which our students think and search. 
 
Training 
On 23 April 08 we hosted Enabling Library Users: an Awareness Session on Dyslexia and Asperger’s 
Syndrome, a very successful awareness session for SALCTG (Scottish Academic Libraries Co-operative 
Training Group) with speakers from Glasgow School of Art and Autism Initiatives Scotland. A repeat of 
this session is planned for Autumn 08 at GSA. See SALCTG website for more details. 
 
Edinburgh - Art and Architecture Library (Gillian Johnstone – Image Librarian) 
 
We continue to keep up with new technology and methods. We are, once again, considering purchasing 
ARTstor on licence, at the request of a member of staff, who has been using it at the Warburg in London 
and feels it has improved dramatically since we beta-tested it a couple of years ago.  
 
We also now have several new members of staff who have used ARTstor in their previous institutions. 
As reported at the last meeting, they have created some extra work this year; next year, they should 
have settled in and need less help - in theory. 
 
(From meeting notes – MK :  Staff who deal with New Media subjects are requesting expensive artists’ 
videos, which are difficult to deal with and to preserve.) 
 
Edinburgh University Library (Christine Love-Rodgers) 
 
- Initial discussions about the alignment of Architecture teaching at ECA & U of E have taken place, and 
a report made to the Steering Group on library issues. 
- The decision has been made to cancel the EUL subscription to the AMICA database. We hope to 
explore the possibility of a subscription to ArtStor. 
- Archivision - discussions are still ongoing about the Luna Insight browser, as more work to improve the 
functionality is required. 
- The Main Library building continues to be affected by the Main Library Redevelopment Project. The 
Helpdesk has now moved to the 1st floor and access to the Main Library has changed. Access is now to 
the first floor via the temporary staircase at the east side of the Main Library, beside the George Square 
Lecture Theatre. 
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- Special Collections Reading Room services at EUL will be unavailable from Monday 26th May until 
Monday 29th September 2008 due to relocation into their new accommodation. 
 
EDINA (Paula Cuccurullo) 
(from meeting notes, MK) 
 
EDINA is currently very busy dealing with authentication system problems.  The changeover from Athens 
to Shibboleth is taking up a lot of time.  
 
The Newsfilm Online project is looking more optimistic, and the EDINA interface may be launched soon. 
This will be a free service to higher education, and will include ITN news reports 
 
Suggestions for enhancements to Education Image Gallery would be welcomed.  Paula would also like 
to know if anyone would like to host any EDINA training events. 
 
Edinburgh City Libraries & Information Services – Fine Art Library (Brenda Woods) 
 
Our new Council Department, Services for Communities, has now submitted a Review of Libraries to the 
Council.  The full implication of the new structure is being worked out over the coming months and it is 
too early to say how it might impact on the Fine Art Library.  With regard to the Central Library building, 
the intention is to progress the option to continue with the existing building and to build an extension to 
the rear, future financial support pending.  The Fine Art department has an issue with lack of storage 
space, although there are some moves in the pipeline to address this.  Collaborative options could be 
welcome. 
 
Fine Art Library staff, under Hil’s direction, have recently been involved in several promotional stalls 
relating to the Library Service, on several occasions at Waverley Court, the Council’s HQ and, more 
recently at a Neighbourhood Partnership event at the Assembly Rooms on George Street 
 
The launch of the Special Collections website, Capital Collections, (www.capitalcollections.org.uk), took 
place at the end of February – it is still primarily taken from material held by other departments in Central 
Library; the Edinburgh Room and Scottish Library, but Fine Art material has been digitised and should be 
added soon. Photographs from the collection will form the basis of 2 talks by Roddy Simpson later this 
month as part of the Old Town Festival and there will be an exhibition entitled ‘Royal Mile: a hidden 
history’ taken from the collection as a whole. (14 June – 19 July in the Scottish Storytelling Centre on the 
High Street). 
 
Central Library held a very successful Family History Week in April in partnership with outside agencies 
(National Archives, Scottish Genealogy Society etc) and a spin-off from this will be a ‘History of your 
House’ week in October, building on momentum from Doors Open Day: it is intended to have talks and 
workshops – speakers will include Miles Glendinning and Ian Gow.  Yesterday Edinburgh was the only 
mainland Scottish library service to participate in the Great War Archive Submission running until the end 
of June (www.thegreatwararchive.org)  (it may be slightly extended now). 
 
Edinburgh Libraries will participate in the new Festival of Libraries to be held in November – this is a 
development from the Festival of Scottish Libraries, previously held in May and the ELISA (Edinburgh 
Libraries and Information Services Agency) fair held last October. 
 
Glasgow University Library (Richard Bapty) 
 
The Library is supporting the three year British Academy Research Project: 'Mapping the Practice and 
Profession of Sculpture in Britain and Ireland 1851-1951'. This is a joint research collaboration between 
Glasgow University, the Victoria and Albert Museum, and the Henry Moore Institute. 
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An online database is being created giving details of 6,000 Victorian sculptors, teaching institutions, 
museums and exhibiting societies. Related exhibitions are scheduled at the Victoria & Albert Museum 
and Henry Moore Institute. 
 
The Library has added Princeton's 'Index to Christian Art' to it's Art History database portfolio. This is a 
thematic and iconographic index which catalogues 200,000 works of Christian art, particularly 
manuscripts, glassware, sculpture and painting, dated before 1400 A.D. The entry for each object 
includes details of style, school, provenance and location, and an up-to-date bibliography of related 
scholarship. 
 
Richard is acquiring a large collection of Victorian and Edwardian children's novels as essential primary 
source material for the historic element of the English Literature Department's 'Children's' Literature' 
Honours module. The texts offer a fine collection of book cover art of the period 1880-1914. 
 
Glasgow School of Art Library (Duncan Chappell) 
 

 The Mackintosh Library has now been completely restored as part of the HLF Mackintosh Access 
and Conservation Project, with all wood surfaces and fittings restored by professional wood 
conservators. All stock has now returned.  

 
 New roller-racking has been installed in the Main Library to accommodate backruns of journals, 

leading to an increase of 110% in capacity in this area of the library  
 

 The Quick Reference collection has been completely restocked and replenished, with all stock 
more coherently classified. It has now been repurposed into a Research Support Collection as 
part of the Library’s strategy to increase infrastructure to support the School’s push into research 
and postgraduate study and research.  

 
 We are currently reviewing all our journals subscriptions in order to make sure they remain 

addressed to the learning, teaching and research requirements of our users. Usage polls, 
surveys and academic liaison have been carried out, along with benchmarking against other 
institutions. Decisions of titles to discontinue and titles to purchase will be made over the 
summer.  

 
 We have completely a scoping and costing exercise for e-book versions of key reading list titles, 

and will begin purchasing 50 or so titles over the summer. We have opted for DawsonEra as our 
preferred e-book delivery platform.  

 
 We now have subscriptions to Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals, JSTOR (Arts and 

Humanities Collections I, II, and III) and AN Resource.  
 

 We now have a comprehensive Collection Development Policy which outlines how we intend to 
develop and manage the collection over the coming years. It is available on the Library Website  

 
Napier University Library (Marian Kirton) 
 
We recently trialled BBC Motion Gallery, but are unlikely to purchase it as virtually everyone who trialled 
it felt that the clips were too short to be of much use. 
 
Napier’s portfolio of screen-related courses continues to grow, with the addition of a blended learning 
course on Screenwriting, and plans for new Masters courses. 
 
Mitchell Library, Culture and Sport Glasgow  (Joan Stewart) 
(from meeting notes – MK) 
 
Culture and Sport Glasgow is now a limited company, covering libraries, sports and museums. 
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The recent grading review has not turned out well for the library.  Restructuring has still not taken place, 
though there is now a plan, but it is possible there will be staff losses, and morale is low.   
 
The Mitchell continues to host the RGI annual art show and the Aye Write! festival, which now takes 
place once a year, run by an external company.  More Scottish authors needed. 
 
The art collection has moved.   Practically all library stock is now lending stock, including a lot of older 
material.  This is causing concern regarding stock losses, as even temporary residents can get a library 
card for up to 12 items, with no ID required.  The Mitchell’s reference function is in danger of being 
eroded as a result. 
 
Lots of Glasgow School of Art students are using the library, the study areas seem to suit them. 
 
National Galleries of Scotland Libraries (Kerry Watson/Sarah Jeffcott) 
 
Kerry Watson started as Librarian at the Dean Gallery in early December last year. Sarah Jeffcott took 
up her post as Librarian and Research Assistant at the Portrait Gallery last month, replacing Helen 
Watson who retired in December. Penelope Carter has now returned to work at the Mound on a part-
time basis, with the intention being that she gradually builds up her hours. While Penelope is still part 
time, the National Gallery is also employing Helen Muir for a couple of days a week. I’m very pleased to 
say that this means we have now returned to (almost) the full complement of library staff across the 
Galleries.  
 
The Portrait Gallery is planning 2 years of refurbishment, which are expected to cause some disruption 
to the library and print collections. 
 
National Library of Scotland (Kevin Halliwell) 
 
There are still physical changes going on at the library, especially to the entrance, and it is hoped that 
there will be a new readers’ café and interactive/learning area. The front areas are now currently taken 
up with exhibits about the John Murray Archive and the other temporary exhibitions spaces. As regards 
the acquisition of fine art publications, apart from the fine art material received through legal deposit (UK 
and Irish and North American publications, plus a number of especially US catalogues distributed here 
by Thames & Hudson), there is purchasing of foreign fine art publications in the French, German, 
Spanish, Italian and Russian areas, as well as from the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South 
Asia. Indian contemporary art is now featuring more, and there is a commitment to purchasing works on 
aboriginal artists, especially from Australia and Canada. Foreign purchasing has recently extended to 
Africa. 
 
National Museums Scotland (Sarah Dallman) 
 

 NMS library reading room closed to the public from 28th April 2008 as part of the Royal Museum 
Masterplan, until the opening of our new research library in November 2010.   

 We are providing a limited service to Fellows of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland and to 
researchers during the closed period, but our periodical collection and much of our monograph 
stock will be largely unavailable from August 2008 to November 2010.  

 We are planning to re-classify our stock to DDC during this period.  We will be starting with our 
art and archaeology material, and as it is re-classified, this material will be accessible again to 
researchers.  

 We will have one reader space available for researchers, once the library staff have moved into 
their temporary accommodation in August 2008.  

 Our library at the National War Museum will continue to be open as usual during this period  
 Pre 1800 printed books and other Special collections, including manuscripts and Society archives 

should be accessible throughout RMP.  
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 Our current exhibitions: Extremes: life in Subarctic Canada, on until October 2008 at the National 
Museum of Scotland, and Hip knits, on at the Museum of Costume, Shambellie, Dumfries.  

 
  
10.  Any other business 
 
Nothing raised. 
 
After the meeting, members were able to tour the recently renovated arts floors at Glasgow University 
Library – thanks to Richard for offering this. 
 
 
11. Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, November 27th, at the Dean Gallery, Scottish National 
Gallery of Modern Art, Edinburgh. 
 
 
(SCURLSVAG050608Min) 
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