
 

Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 
Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art & Design, University of Dundee 

Thursday 4th June 2009 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting (27th November 2008) 
 
The minutes were accepted. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
Member from Edinburgh City Libraries had contacted the Scottish National Portrait Gallery to ask about 
plans for an Artists’ Books exhibition there.  The information received was as follows: “We are revisiting 
the programme for the next three years at present in the light of the straightened financial situation and 
probable dearth of sponsorship.  We hope to have things clear by the end of June so I will be in touch 
again just as soon as I have something definite to plan for.  Also just for information the GMA collection 
has 510 titles dating pre-1960 and 1180 post-1960 pieces.” 

 
3. UCABLIS update  (Union Catalogue of Art Books in Libraries in Scotland) 

 
The National Galleries were still experiencing problems with technical support for developments. CALM 
is apparently not particularly suitable for this application.  The National Museums are experiencing 
similar problems.  Our previous contact is still employed the CDLR (Centre for Digital Library Research, 
University of Strathclyde) though other staff are also involved in the area. 
 
4. ARLIS Update 
 
Reporting secretary had rushed back from yesterday’s ARLIS National Co-ordination Committee 
meeting!  The chair had attended a LACA (Libraries and Archives Copyright Alliance) meeting – 
following on from the Gowers report, legislation is expected by 2010 on digital copying.  David Lammy’s 
Digital Britain report also looks at this area.  DACS seem to have moved forward as a result of the 
Gowers report – consultation has been taking place on an orphan works indemnity scheme.  An event 
was planned in London on 2nd July, aimed at museums.  ARLIS conference booking had been extended, 
and a number of SVAG members were planning to attend. 
 
5. Visual Arts Research Institute, Edinburgh (VARIE) 

 
VARIE administrator was unable to attend the meeting, but sent a PDF of the annual report for 2008-9, 
which is also available from the VARIE website at http://ace.caad.ed.ac.uk/VARIE/ . 

 
6. Visual Resources 
 
Regarding e-resources, Edinburgh University plan to subscribe to ArtStor for 1 year.  The general view of 
this resource seems to be that it is improving.  Member asked for opinions of Bridgeman Art Library 
before deciding whether or not to renew.  There was general discussion about the different resources 
available.  There is currently a VADS bid for funding for images for HE.  Members wondered whether the 
current SHEDL initiatives might lead to anything useful for visual arts.   The National Library is also 
making an increasing number of online services available remotely to members and worth keeping an 
eye on.  See Matters Arising for information on Artists’ Books. 

 
7. Report by Publicity Officer 
 
No report was received on this occasion.  Members were reminded to keep their listings up to date and 
to submit changes to the secretaries. 
 
8. SVAG website 
 
Now that SVAG has its new blog site, we need to add content. The best solution seemed to be to send 
news in to be added to the blog – all members were asked to do this.  If this turns out not to work, we 
might have to look at having a mini-working group to manage the web pages.  This resource will not 



 

perhaps be suitable for frank debate, e.g. comparing the merits of various services.  We need to check 
whether the mailing list is public or private – we might be able to use that instead for any matters which 
are more confidential. 
 
9. ARLIS Conference 2010 

 
The ARLIS Conference 2010 is to be held in Edinburgh.  SVAG’s Scottish National Portrait Gallery 
representative is chairing the Conference Working Party, and is looking for people who would like to be 
involved.  Members were asked to consider what role SVAG might be able to play.  Member commented 
that the International Association of Music Libraries UK and Ireland had held a similar event in Edinburgh 
in 2000, and a recent study event, and might be able to offer advice. 

 
10.  Library reports 
 
Given. 
 
11.  Any other business 
 
Edinburgh Libraries Fair – it is not clear whether this will go ahead this year, there is to be an open forum 
next week.  The group was asked to consider whether a SVAG presence might be preferable to 
individual library contributions for such events. 
 
Convenor and publicity officer are writing an article on SVAG for Information Scotland. 
 
The group wished the St. Andrews representative the best of luck on her retirement. 
 
12. Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd December at Glasgow School of Art. 
 
 
Post-meeting visit 
 
After the meeting, a visit had been arranged to Dundee Contemporary Arts, to look at the artists’ books 
collection there.  This provided a very welcome opportunity to have a good look at the variety of the 
artworks which can be brought together under this heading, and to admire the custom-built display cases 
in the public area of the collection.  Many thanks to Jane Cumberlidge and her staff who spoke to us 
about the collection and its management, and allowed us to view the collection at length. 
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