
 

Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 
Glasgow School of Art Library 
Wednesday 2nd December 2009 

  
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting (4th June 2009) 
 
The minutes were accepted. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
Nothing raised. 

 
3. UCABLIS update  (Union Catalogue of Art Books in Libraries in Scotland) 
 
No further developments with UCABLIS.  The National Museum catalogue is now searchable via 
CAIRNS, but still not UCABLIS.  The National Galleries are unfortunately no further forward than before. 
 
4. ARLIS Update 
 
Reporting secretary commented on the most recent ARLIS National Co-ordination Committee meeting.  
ARLIS is interested in fostering international collaboration; some ARLIS representatives will be speaking 
at the ARLIS NA conference.   SVAG still seems to be the only regional organisation reporting to ARLIS.   
The DACS scheme for copyright licensing for public galleries and museums was debated at the NCC, 
and SVAG have been asked if we wish to produce a group response detailing the academic position 
regarding digitisation of images.  This will be considered by the group. 
 
5. Visual Arts Research Institute, Edinburgh (VARIE) 
 
VARIE in its current form is ending, as part of cost-cutting at Edinburgh University.  Administrator is 
already in a new post. Some of the functions of VARIE will continue, there will still be a need to apply for 
research grants, and the journal Art in Translation is continuing.  Website is being maintained at present. 

 
6. Visual Resources 
 
Convenor confirmed that there are still plans to have an Artists’ Books exhibition at the Scottish National 
Gallery of Modern Art, possibly in Spring 2011, though this is not completely definite.  She will check who 
the contact for artists’ books at Dundee University is now, and will circulate the information. 

 
With regard to DACS, judging by their scheme for public galleries and museums, costs have come in at 
around £5 per image used.  This wouldn’t be affordable for the current level of activity in either academic 
institutions or museums and galleries.  It is hard to see a way forward, since images are so essential for 
art history teaching.  Collections available for purchase do not contain all the images that are needed, 
and digitisation remains the only possibility.  Slides are now old technology, and most academic 
institutions are sidelining collections, or disposing of them altogether. There has been some talk of 
European legislation in the area, but there is no sign of anything yet.  Members discussed the e-
resources held by their institutions, along with their shortcomings and gaps.  These included Luna Insight 
Bridgeman, ARTstor, auction house databases (possibly via Artnet), the Christian Art Index, SCRAN and 
Prometheus.  All institutions are struggling with the cost of these services, it is a pity that none of them 
have a scheme where you can select the content you want and pay accordingly.  Perhaps in a climate of 
shrinking budgets this will eventually become an option, or could be explored by consortia like SHEDL. 

 
7. Report by Publicity Officer 
 
Publicity officer displayed convenor’s article on SVAG in Information Scotland (v.7 no.4, Aug 2009).  This 
was an excellent piece of publicity for the group, so congratulations and thanks were due to both.  As of 
the meeting, the article wasn’t yet available online, but the PDF will be circulated when it appears. 
 
8. SVAG website 
 



 

The blog seems to be working well, and also acting as excellent publicity.  There have been some very 
useful recent announcements, and links and news feeds have been added from a number of related 
organisations.  SVAG members can link to our blog or sign up to receive email or RSS feeds whenever 
anything new is added.  New news items are always welcome. 
 
9. ARLIS Conference 2010 

 
The ARLIS Conference 2010 is to be held in Edinburgh, from 14-16 July, at the John McIntyre 
Conference Centre at Pollock Halls.  There are 4 SVAG members on the organising committee.  The 
theme this year is to be ARLIS: The Next Generation, focusing on digital images and e-learning.  The 
programme is being finalised and as of this meeting one SVAG member has been chosen as a speaker.  

 
10.  Library reports 
 
Given. 
  
11.  Any other business 
 
Recording secretary has a busy period coming up and would prefer not to be responsible for SVAG 
minutes at least for the time being.  Publicity officer will cover the minute taking for the next meeting. 
 
The group wished the Edinburgh University Fine Art library representative the best of luck on her 
retirement. 
 
12. Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 26th May 2010 at Edinburgh College of Art, Evolution 
House Board Room.  
 
 
Post-meeting visit 
 
After the meeting, the group toured the Glasgow School of Art’s Mackintosh Building, including the 
Mackintosh library and the exhibition celebrating the school’s centenary. 
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