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Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 
Edinburgh College of Art Library 

Wednesday 26th May 2010 
  
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting (2nd December 2009) 
 
The minutes were approved. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
A response to DACS has not yet been submitted, and the potential impact of its recommendations on HE 
institutions is still unclear; reporting secretary will look into this.  Publicity officer has joined the ACADI 
group mailing list; they have petitioned DACS but as yet have had no response. 
 
3. UCABLIS Update 
 
National Museums of Scotland catalogue is now on UCABLIS, though results for some searches are 
patchy.  National Galleries of Scotland is still not available, but work on adding it is progressing.  Funding 
for CDLR has apparently been withdrawn, which may have implications for UCABLIS and CAIRNS (as 
well as the official SVAG website); this issue will be discussed with SVAG’s SCURL contact. 
 
4. ARLIS Update 
 
After attending a recent National Co-ordination Committee meeting, reporting secretary said that ARLIS 
continue to stress international links, and ARLIS NA members will attend and speak at the 2010 
conference.  ARLIS is currently discussing how they can further their outreach.  There may be 
collaboration between the arlis.net resource and SUNCAT in the future.  The NCC Chair has now 
stepped down and a new Chair will be appointed soon. 
 
5. Visual Resources 
 
The future of the Visual Research Centre at Dundee Contemporary Arts remains unclear and is currently 
being discussed.  It remains open to researchers at present. 

 
An artists’ books exhibition at National Galleries of Scotland is still a possibility for 2012, but this is 
subject to budget availability.  They have successfully hosted visits to their artists’ books collection from 
independent makers.  Also, an artists’ books session will be given at the 2010 ARLIS Conference.  Both 
art schools continue to actively purchase artists’ books, including from their own students.  Glasgow 
School of Art has now produced a comprehensive thematic guide to its own collection and a video of an 
artists’ books seminar.  These are available at http://www2.gsa.ac.uk/library/artists_books.html 
 
6. Report by Publicity Officer 
 
Reporting secretary asked members to check the contact details for their institution on the SVAG 
website, and to submit items for the SVAG blog; we are keen to encourage all members to submit 
anything they think would be of interest for the blog.  At SCURL contact’s invitation, reporting secretary 
spoke about the work of SVAG at a CILIPS Chartership event at the NLS; good feedback was received. 
 
7. ARLIS 2010 Conference 
 
Bookings are down slightly on 2009 figures, which is probably on account on budgetary pressures.  
SVAG members, particularly with local Edinburgh knowledge, were asked to help out at the conference if 
they were able to do so; this would be greatly appreciated. 
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8. Library Updates 
 
Given. 
 
9. Any Other Business 
 
No other business. 
 
10. Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 24th November 2010 at the Mitchell Library, Glasgow.  
 
 
Post-meeting visit 
 
After the meeting, the Edinburgh College of Art representative showed the group the ECA library and 
pointed out changes and developments. 
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