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Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 

 
 
Venue: Duncan of Jordanstone 
Date: Thurs 16 June 2011 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting of 24 November 2010 

 
The minutes were approved. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
Action: None 
 
3. UCABLIS Update 
 
Secretary will check with SCURL that UCABLIS hosting remains stable after recent changes at CDLR. 
 
4. ARLIS Update 
 
NCC: 
 
The group last met on 6 April and will meet again on 3 August, but unfortunately I will not be able to attend until the 26 
October meeting and will report on SVAG activities then.  Current group activities include ongoing work on the forward plan 
(including national and international strategic alliances), work with LACA and ACADI on digital copyright issues, the Future of 
Art Bibliography, development of the website and arlis.net, and a proposal for research into a collaborative collection 
development exercise by art libraries within London (inspired by similar work between NYC libraries - this is still in a very 
early stage of discussion in London).  Member libraries are also reporting on their activities. 
 
ARLIS AGM: 
 
I attended the ARLIS AGM on 13 April at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.  Outgoing chair Pat Christie and 
incoming chair Judith Preece led a useful and worthwhile meeting detailing ARLIS activities in the past year and its current 
state (which sounded positive).  You will be pleased to know that many complimentary things were said (both during and 
outside the meeting) about the Edinburgh conference in 2010 (which SVAG members helped organise and more members 
attended).  There was also a talk by Dr. Esme Whittaker on the Cult of Beauty exhibition, which attendees were also allowed 
to visit before and after the meeting.  The relevant papers and reports are in the Mar/Apr 2011 ARLIS News-Sheet. 
 
ARLIS Conference 2011: 
 
This year's conference is being held at the University of Leeds from 13-15 July, and the early booking deadline has just been 
extended until (I believe) 24 June.  Please see arlis.org.uk for information and we hope to see you there - at least 3 SVAG 
members will be attending. 
 
5. Visual Resources 
 
Secretary circulated information on the Hargreaves Review on copyright. The ACADI website remains a very useful source. 
SVAG members are hopeful that the Hargreaves recommendations will gain more traction than the Gower recommendations 
a few years ago, and SVAG will maintain a watching brief. 
 
SVAG members discussed the potential implications of the new JISC e-Collections Hubs (including Mediahub) and its charging 
model. 
 
Members noted the recent acquisition of Art Full-Text by EBSCO, and the possibility that it may be subsumed into Art and 
Architecture Complete in the future. 
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Member sought clarification on the legal situation with regards to de-accessioning slides purchased under schemes such as 
the Courtauld. SVAG members agreed that these kinds of slide require a more considered approach that other general slide 
collections. Several SVAG members have already de-accessioned collections, or else are preparing to do so. 
 
6. Report by Publicity Officer 
 
Secretary asked for any amendments to member details so that the website could be updated. 
 
Officer asked if members could forward any news items that might be of interest to other SVAG members to her regularly, 
including links to Degree Shows, campus redevelopments, exhibitions and displays, etc. 
 
7. Library Updates 
 
Given 
 
8. Any Other Business 
 
Member recommended 2 recent RIN reports: Value of Libraries for Research and Researchers, and Information Practices in 
the Humanities. 
 
Convenor asked members to forward any ideas for projects/initiatives that SVAG could progress in the future. 
 
9. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Date: 24 November 2011 
Venue: University of Glasgow 
 
 


