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Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 

 
 
Venue: SNGMA 
Date: Thurs 29 November 2012 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting of 31 May 2012 

 
The minutes were approved. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. Convenor welcomed new members to SVAG 
 
3. SCURL Update 
 
Projects and Studies 
SCURL was delighted to participate in the Art Researchers’ Guide to Edinburgh and working with the editors of Kerry Eldon 
and Rose Roberto under the auspices of ARLIS. Andrew Martin, National Library of Scotland, and Jill Evans, SCURL Service 
Development Manager, contributed to the content and have been pleased to promote the publication through SCURL’s 
network of communications and partners. 
 
Walk In Access To e-Resource. 
SCURL seconded 2 colleagues to research the Walk In Access funded project which was Project Managed by Jill Evans. Mark 
Glancy, Information Services Manager of the National Museum Scotland, and Alistair Young, a Software Engineer of the UHI, 
collaborated and prepared the research and a toolkit respectively for the publication. The report illustrates best practice for 
institutions wishing to offer walk in access to eresources and presentations on the topic have been given to the Scottish 
Library and Information Council, who funded the project, to a SCONUL Community Event in York, and to SCURL members. We 
continue to liaise and collaborate with colleagues in SCONUL, South West Regional Library Services, Welsh Higher Education 
Libraries Forum, M25, and the Museum, Libraries and Archives Group who are researching similar projects. A copy of the 
SCURL Report is available at http://scurl.ac.uk 
 
SCURL Website 
An Invitation To Tender was issued to redevelop the SCURL website and the contract was awarded to Mark Haddon 
Associates. SCURL has convened a Task and Finish Group and the members will liaise with the contractor to ensure that the 
design and content is delivered in January 2013. The website will use Wordpress and all SCURL members and groups will be 
encouraged to upload content to the site. More information will be supplied in January. SCURL acknowledges their 
appreciation and thanks to the University of Strathclyde EWDS for hosting and supporting the website for a number of years. 
 
Universities Scotland, NHS  NES and SCURL 
SCURL is contributing data and evidence to a study on an investigation for collaborative procurement of health and medical 
content by Higher Education Institutions in Scotland and the NHS NES in Scotland. The study, conducted by CEPA (Cambridge 
Economic Policy Associates) will be submitted in December 2012. 
 
SCURL Communities of Practice. 
SCURL is developing a number of Communities of Practice (CoPs) to support the outcomes stated in the SCURL Plan and 
Strategy 2012-2014. Currently the CoPs are: Collections Management, Deputy Directors, Legal Issues Group, Mobile Devices, 
Open Access, System Librarians. Each CoP has appointed their Chair who liaises with the SCURL Service Development 
Manager to coordinate meetings, activities, surveys, questionnaires, and events. You are warmly welcomed to participate in 
a CoP and for more information please contact Jill Evans. 
 
Scottish Higher Education Digital Library (SHEDL) 
The Chair of SHEDL is Richard Parsons, Director of the Library and Learning Centre of the University of Dundee, and the Vice 
Chair is Barbara Houston, Technical Services Manager of Queen Margaret University. The Steering Group and the Working 
Group have contributed significant energy and commitment to ensuring that the success of SHEDL continues with the 
expansion of content. The current contracts are with American Chemical Society, Berg, Cambridge University Press, 
Edinburgh University Press, Oxford University Press, Portico, and Project Muse. Negotiations continue with a number of 
other significant publishers and it is hoped to provide additional new content from 1st January 2013.  

http://scurl.ac.uk/
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SCOPNet Periodicals Group 
The Group, with the guidance of the Advanced Procurement for Universities and Colleges (APUC) issued an Invitation To 
Tender which was awarded to EBSCO and which will be mobilised on 1st January 2013. Your Periodical Librarian colleagues 
are in the transition phase of moving the subscriptions from Swets to the new agent. 
 
SCOPNet Ebooks and Print Books Group 
The Group, in liaison with APUC, is discussing the format of the Invitation To Tender which will be issued in 2013. The 
challenges of the different business models for ebook content will be considered with the tender as, for example, many 
SCURL institutions are trialling Patron Driven Acquisition (PDA). SCURL is keen to support a study into Ebook business models 
to better understand this developing market. One of the SHEDL contracts also contains Ebooks so we are witnessing and 
benefitting from a blurring of the remit of the Working Groups. 
 
Surveys 
Neal Buchanan of UWS, on behalf of the SCURL Deputies CoP, issued a survey to better understand the many services which 
JISC supply and support. The SCURL Business Committee delegated this work to the group as JISC is subject to a review and 
SCURL wished to be able to respond to a JISC consultation if required.  
Mobile Devices CoP: the members are collaborating with HEIDS (Higher Education Information Directors Scotland) and 
Scotland’s Colleges and will issue a survey to establish the penetration and variety of learning through mobile devices. The 
members participated in an inaugural joint event in August on mobile devices with presentations from Edinburgh College, 
University of Stirling, and the University of Edinburgh. 
System Librarians’ CoP will devise a survey to establish the range of Library Management Systems in SCURL, Research 
Support toolkits, RDM, etc to contribute information to the JISC Funded SCURL project, called The Benefits of Sharing. More 
information is available at http://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/benefitsofsharing/ 
 
Farewell and Welcome 
A number of colleagues retired in 2012 and whose contribution to SCURL was acknowledged: Gillian Anderson (UHI), Sheila 
Cannell (Edinburgh University Library) Tony Kidd (Glasgow University Library), Catherine Nicholson (Glasgow School of Art), 
Janet Peattie (Strathclyde University)and Michael Roberts (Strathclyde University Library.)  We welcome to SCURL Jan 
Howden (UWS),John Scally (Edinburgh University Library) Dilys Young (Strathclyde University Library), and in January 2013, 
Alison Stevenson to the Glasgow School of Art. 
 
4. UCABLIS Update 
 
The new Find A Book service is replacing CAIRNS http://www.findabook.org/ Gillian at SLAINTE is working with the 
developers to bring back the landscapes that existed within CAIRNS, of which UCABLIS was one.   
 
5. ARLIS Update 
 
Last NLC focussed on the ARLIS forward plan and annual report. 
Museums, Libraries and Archives Group (MLAG, previously LLAG) is actively seeking new members.  
 
Member reported that the Art Researchers' Guide to Edinburgh was launched on 28 June 2012 at ARLIS Conference. The 
Scottish launch will follow this SVAG meeting. Sales have been very successful, and a third guide (for Dublin) is planned. The 
Group thanked Member for all her hard work on this successful project. 
 
6. Visual Resources 
 
Members continue to await amendments to copyright legislation to allow format-shifting from video to DVD, particularly for 
rare materials such as artists' film. 
 
Member asked what others members are doing re. retention or disposal of unique slide collections.  
 
Both Edinburgh University and Duncan of Jordanstone have Box of Broadcasts subscriptions and hence ERA+ licenses. Robert 
Gordon has developed its own solution to digital delivery of broadcast recordings, under their ERA+ license. 
 
It was agreed to survey members on visual resources issues.  
 
Action: DC to canvas questions via SVAG list and set up online survey. 

http://libraryblogs.is.ed.ac.uk/benefitsofsharing/
http://www.findabook.org/
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7. Report by Publicity Officer 
 
Members should continue to send news items for the blog to Officer, along with changes to contact details. The SCURL 
website continues to be developed for a launch in January. Web-versions of SVAG minutes back to 2010 are now available. 
 
8. Library Updates 
 
Given 
 
9. Any Other Business 
 
Convenor suggested that SVAG develops a public engagement programme of talks, workshops or seminars, perhaps in 
collaboration with other bodies. Suggestions include the British Library's Wikipedian-in-Residence, MLAG, ARLIS and the 
SPIRES community. Members expressed general support but with the caveat that events would need to be highly relevant 
and that members' time for contributions is limited. 
 
A discussion on patron-driven acquisition of e-books followed. 
 
10. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Date: 6 June 2013 
Venue: ECA 
 


