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Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 

 
 
Venue: Robert Gordon 
Date: 26 November 2013 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting of 6 June 2013 

 
The minutes were approved. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
3. ARLIS Update 
 
The ARLIS National Co-ordination Committee (NCC) held its latest meeting on Wednesday (20 November) at the British 
Library. I reported on behalf of SVAG (and EDINA/SUNCAT); I circulated Duncan Chappell's report on our visual resources 
survey and they were really pleased to read it and to see the useful information collected. Also, the other corresponding 
group Leeds Art Libraries in Cooperation (LALIC) sent along their report and details of their new website: 
http://leedsartlibraries.co.uk/ 
 
Some topics discussed included: member library reports; inviting Antony  Loveland of the British Museum to join the NCC; 
which member libraries are on WorldCat; artlibraries.net and how it will eventually only include non-members of OCLC; RDA 
implementation at member libraries and how they are finding it (the Courtauld implemented in May and find it much easier 
for resource discovery; Tate is starting to import now after employing a bibliographic consultant on a fixed term appointment 
- they will catalogue in RDA next year); looking at last year's annual report and what we can say about these issues this year; 
and a discussion of Museum Librarians and Archivists Group (MLAG) which would be of interest to SVAG members who are 
also involved in MLAG (there has been no real activity since previous chair Rupert Williams left but it is hoped that bringing in 
a new chair may kickstart the group again; a few NCC members had a potential new chair in mind and will approach him). 
 
4. Conference Update  
 
Convenor reported that the 2013 ARLIS Conference in Bristol included a number of lectures on artists’ books and how artists 
work with libraries. Sessions on VADS and the Zandra Rhodes Archive were particularly good. A number of SVAG institutions 
were in attendance. 
 
5. Visual Resources 
 
The SVAG survey of member collections has been circulated to NCC by Secretary. SVAG is interested in disseminating the 
results more widely, potentially by authoring an ALJ article. 
 
6. Report by Publicity Officer 
 
Secretary reported that SVAG information on SCURL webpages continues to be somewhat out-of-date. Members of SVAG will 
liaise via email to design and develop an independent web presence. 
 
7. Library Updates 
 
Given 
 
8. Any Other Business 
 
A discussion was initiated by Member concerning the ability of member libraries to download e-books from their platforms 
to e-readers. There was general agreement that the current inability to do so does not serve our patrons well. DC reported 
that GSA is keen to enable tablet access to their magazines, using Glasgow/Edinburgh Public Libraries use of Zinio as a 
template. 
Action: None 

http://leedsartlibraries.co.uk/
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9. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Date: 29 May 2014 TBC 
Venue: SNPG 


