
1
 
 

     
     
     
 

 
Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 

 
 
Venue: National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh 
Date: Weds 19 November 2014 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting of 29 May 2014 

 
The minutes were approved. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
3. SCURL Update 
 
National Library of Scotland. SCURL was pleased to welcome John Scally to the SCURL Business Committee with his new 
responsibilities as National Librarian and Chief Executive.  SCURL directors have been encouraged to consider nomination for 
the HE representation on the NLS Board of Trustees as the term of office for Richard Parsons, Director of LLC at Dundee 
University, concludes in early 2015. 
 
SCURL Governance. The new officers have taken responsibility to review the governance of SCURL and a SCURL Roles and 
Responsibilities document has been agreed, a review of the support by the Service Development Manager to Communities of 
Practice has been discussed, and the future of the legal status of SCURL is also under discussion. 
 
SCURL Programme of Meetings and Events. The familiar programme of 3 plenaries and 3 Business Committee meetings have 
been transformed to 2 events/conferences, one AGM, while retaining the frequency of the Business Committee meetings. 
The objective was to develop 2 themed events aligning with the Strategy and showcasing the developments of the SCURL 
member institutions. The programmes are open to the UK (!) and are available at http://scurl.ac.uk/what-we-do/news-
events-2/ 
 
Library Services Platform Task and Finish Group. The 5 recommendations in the Final Report were agreed by the SCURL AGM 
in June 2014 and 4 Shared Services Task and Finish Groups have been identified to progress their remit. (Acquisition & 
Description,  Scottish Discovery Service,  Access Control,  and Management Information.) The Task Forces each have a Lead 
with members and are asked to produce an interim report by Christmas with a Final Report to be presented to the June 2015 
AGM. The 5th recommendation, of an Advanced Procurement for Universities and Colleges’ Purchasing Framework, will be 
progressed also. 
 
Scottish Higher Education Digital Library. Negotiations continue with a number of publishers to access content, or to renew 
existing contracts, but the low rate of inflation (1.4%) poses challenges for us with publishers who maintain a 3% or above 
annual price increase.  
 
SCOPNet Books and SHEDL eBooks Framework Agreements with Dawsons. In common with other consortia and individual 
institutions the Chair, Vice Chair of the above groups, and a representative from APUC scheduled a meeting with Dawson 
Senior Management to discuss the level of service received. The debate will continue at the “Dawson Day” on 26th November 
in the National Museums Scotland. I will share outcomes of the meeting. 
 
Scottish Library and Information Council. A National Strategy for Public Libraries is available for consultation and responses 
are invited. http://www.scottishlibraries.org/strategy-your-views/ The Final Version will be available in Spring 2015. Funding 
for wifi implementation in public libraries will be available. Digital Champions are being sought in each area, The SLIC AGM on 
Friday 21st November 2014 will launch applications for  the Innovation & Development fund. SCURL has also been invited to 
contribute to the day’s programme with a review of activities reflecting the new strategy 2014-2016. Annual FE Librarian’s 
Conference 28th November 2014 City of Glasgow College: The event is organised by SLIC, JISC RSC Scotland, and SCURL and 
will be chaired by Abi Mawhirt. The programme will reflect copyright updates, staff development survey, information 
literacy, and a LAMP session from Ben Showers/Joy Palmer. 
 
4. ARLIS Update 
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At the last ARLIS NCC meeting 2 weeks ago at RIBA, we first saw the Edwin Smith photography exhibition with one of the 
curators.  At the meeting itself, we discussed the latest updates to our Forward Plan and giving input on what we achieved in 
2014 for the next annual report, welcomed new member Elizabeth James from the National Art Library (replacing Doug 
Dodds), looked again at the potential addition of new NCC members, talked about the Art Discovery Group Catalogue (via 
OCLC - http://artlibraries.worldcat.org/ ), discussed developments with MLAG and shared library/member institution reports 
- SVAG reported from groups outside London and LALIC hope to attend next time.  There will be 3 meetings held in 2015. 
 
Member reported on a very successful conference in Manchester. 2015 venue is yet to be announced. 
 
5.   MLAG Update 
 
Antony Loveland from BM’s Anthropology Library is now the MLAG Chair and Mark Glancy is Secretary and Regional Rep for 
Scotland and NI. The next meeting will take place on December 12th at the Wellcome Trust with presentations on Open 
Access developments at Wellcome. 
 
The MLAG Conference will take place on 24th April 2015 at Wellcome Trust in London on the theme of digitisation.  The title is 
“The D word: tips and tricks for digitising Library and Archive collections”.  There is a break-out space available for both 
refreshments (teas and coffees are provided in the price) and poster displays.  The intention, as with previous Conferences, is 
to keep the price as low as possible, so lunch will not be provided. 

 
A call for speakers has gone out on several mailing lists, including SVAG (thanks Paula), with a submission deadline of 9.1.15.  
This gives an indication of the areas the conference hopes to cover, but the focus is on the practicalities of digitisation 
projects, providing advice for library, archive and gallery community who may be planning/starting out on/currently carrying 
out their own projects. 
 
6.   Visual Resources 
 
Secretary reported that OCLC has launched http://artlibraries.worldcat.org. DC reported that National Archives have 
launched the subscription service https://design.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ RB reported that GU now subscribes to Digital 
Theatre Plus. It was trialled also by Napier. 
 
7.   Report by Publicity Officer 
 
Officer has updated SVAG leaflets. Update of membership on website remains outstanding. 
 
8.   Library Updates 
 
Given 
 
9. Any Other Business 
 
The Group discussed potential topics for future SVAG events or workshops. There was wide support for an event on 
collection management and de-duplication/weeding in the light of shifts to digital. 
 
10. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Date: Thurs 18 June 2015 
Venue: Glasgow School of Art 
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