
Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 
 
Venue: Edinburgh Central Library 
Date: Thursday 3 December 2015 
 
Present: 
Kerry Watson (Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art / SVAG Convenor) 
Richard Bapty (University of Glasgow) 
Bronwen Brown (Edinburgh Central Library) 
Duncan Chappell (Glasgow School of Art) 
Paula Cuccurullo 
Andrew Demetrius (University of St Andrews) 
Mark Glancy (National Museums of Scotland) 
Marian Kirton (Edinburgh Napier University) 
Yvonne McKenzie (Duncan of Jordanstone, University of Dundee) 
Andrew Martin (National Library of Scotland) 
Anne Morrison (Edinburgh Central Library) 
 
Apologies: 
Kerry Horsburgh (National Galleries of Scotland) 
Jill Evans (SCURL) 
Victoria Farmer (Robert Gordon University) 
Jane Furness (Edinburgh College of Art, University of Edinburgh) 
Sarah Jeffcott (Scottish National Portrait Gallery) 
Alison Jones (Glasgow Museums Library & Archive) 
Janet Mackay (University of Aberdeen) 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting of 18 June 2015 
 
The minutes were approved. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
DC reported that redacted minutes 2000-current are now available at 
https://scottishvisualartsgroup.wordpress.com/minutes/  
 
Action: DC to circulate form to members and collate information for 
https://artistsbooksinscotland.wordpress.com/  
 
3. ARLIS Update (DC) 
 
Union Catalogues 

NAL is considering leaving COPAC due to cost of RLUK membership. At the moment they are 
required by COPAC to be in RLUK in order to contribute. 

Arlis.net is being retired, though with no date as yet. Much discussion on merits of encouraging 
contributing libraries to move to SUNCAT instead. 

Art Discovery Group Catalogue – a mini-clump of Worldcat https://artlibraries.worldcat.org About 60 
arts libraries contribute, but for some (e.g. Princeton) it surfaces all collections, not just those 
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related to art. The old artlibraries.net will be retired soon. Some contributors will move across to the 
new Worldcat mini-clump, but not all. NAL is on, and also RIBA (minus the article-level records). 
Many institutions will not join, due to the cost of OCLC membership + an additional fee for hosting 
records on the mini-clump. 

Collaborative Storage 

BL is developing a business case for a major new store to be made available across heritage 
institutions, based at Boston Spa. This has been instigated by DCMS, who, given the current 
spending round, are keen to create economies of scale across institutions. It will however be equally 
available to non-DCMS funded institutions. Outline timetable is 2021. A 24hr turnaround service will 
be offered to institutions for retrieval. Both NAL and Tate are considering this. 

In meantime, NAL is looking at medium-term store at Olympic Park, or at BL. RIBA is looking at 
potential relocation from Portland Place. 

UKRR provides for the pooled retention and de-duplication of journal runs across partners. 3 copies 
are retained - 1 for access through document delivery at BL Boston Spa, and 2 for preservation at 
member libraries. In Phase 2, 29 libraries participated, with an average de-duplication rate of 80%. 
Scarcity is checked against SUNCAT. Phase 3 will run from 2016-2019, and will see Oxford and 
Cambridge being designated as preservation libraries. Members will now have the choice of 
transferring ownership of their scarce runs to these 2 institutions for preservation. In Phase 3, the 
annual subscription will be scrapped and replaced by a cost based on linear meterage of around £16. 

4. MLAG  Update (MG) 
 
Unfortunately the diaries have yet again not been in synch and the MLAG meeting is on December 
11th, so this is a report from the last meeting in June held at Royal Museums Greenwich. 

The main topic of the meeting was a debrief of the MLAG Conference held in April (The D Word: tips 
and tricks for digitising library and archive collections) which was a great success and attracted 
nationwide participation.  There was an interesting range of speakers, giving case studies on their 
projects with practical advice on how they overcame the challenges they faced, plus practical 
demonstrations of equipment and it was very reasonably priced at £15. 

The MLAG blog (http://mlagblog.org/) has digitisation guidelines from the Wellcome Trust and also 
links to all of the presentations from the speakers including Nicôle Meehan from NGS. 

The MLAG strategic plan is being replaced with a mission statement with 4 or 5 strategic objectives 
to be discussed at the next meeting at the Science Museum, which will include a tour of the new 
Dana Research Centre and Library. 

MLAG now has its own YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChD1lWyZTU50ifJq1HyJHMQ 

5. Visual Resources 
 
DC reported that the BBC has been approaching a number of heritage organisations for its new 
Research in Education Space. This initiative aims to build an open, accessible catalogue of online 
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educational resources that can be used in teaching and research. It will collect, index and organise 
data about archive collections from reputable sources including the British Library, National Museum 
of Wales, British Museum, Wellcome Trust, BBC and others, indexing documents, images, sound and 
video from collections of material that are freely available or licensed for use in education. 
http://bbcarchdev.github.io/res/  

DC reported that Art360 is a new project to safeguard Britain’s cultural heritage by digitising the 
archives of 100 leading modern and contemporary British artists. It has been awarded £250,000 by 
Arts Council England. Over 3 years, the pilot programme will work with 30-40 artists each year, from 
both the Modern British canon (1900-2000) and contemporary artists active 2000-2014.  Led by 
DACS Foundation. http://www.dacsfoundation.org.uk/art360  

6. Any Other Business 
 
With PC moving to pastures new, members agreed that we should approach EDINA to nominate a 
new SVAG representative. 
 
7. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Date: Thurs 16th June 2016 
Venue:  University of St Andrews 
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