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Scottish Visual Arts Group (SVAG) Meeting 
 
Venue: St Andrews University 
Date: Thursday 16 June 2016 
 
Present: 
Kerry Watson (Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art / SVAG Convenor) 
Bronwen Brown (Edinburgh Central Library) 
Duncan Chappell (Glasgow School of Art) 
Andrew Demetrius (University of St Andrews) 
Victoria Farmer (Robert Gordon University) 
Jane Furness (Edinburgh College of Art, University of Edinburgh) 
Marian Kirton (Edinburgh Napier University) 
Yvonne McKenzie (Duncan of Jordanstone, University of Dundee) 
Andrew Martin (National Library of Scotland) 
Anne Morrison (Edinburgh Central Library) 
 
Apologies: 
Richard Bapty (University of Glasgow) 
Kirsty Davis (Freelance) 
Jill Evans (SCURL) 
Mark Glancy (National Museums of Scotland) 
Kerry Horsburgh (National Galleries of Scotland) 
Sarah Jeffcott (Scottish National Portrait Gallery) 
Celia Jenkins (EDINA) 
Alison Jones (Glasgow Museums Library & Archive) 
Janet Mackay (University of Aberdeen) 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting of 3 December 2015 
 
The minutes were approved. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 
The SVAG Directory of Artists’ Books Collections is now being populated at 
https://artistsbooksinscotland.wordpress.com/about/ Entries are currently live for Edinburgh City 
Libraries, ECA, and GSA. A number of you have reported that you do not hold collections of artists’ 
books. For those of you that do but have not yet responded, please could you send details to DC at 
your earliest convenience. 

Action: DC for recirculate call 

3. ARLIS and SCURL Update (DC) 
 
ARLIS NCC has not met since the last SVAG meeting. DC provided a synopsis of 2015 SVAG activity to 
Wendy Fish for her update to Council. 
 
DC attended the first meeting of the SCURL Collaborative Collection Management Working Group, 
on behalf of SVAG. The group’s remit is to develop a shared strategy of collaborative management of 
the national collection, coordinate local digital programmes and coordinate print disposal. In 
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particular it is seeking to operationalise the Scottish policy on Collaborative Print Retention, to which 
many SVAG members are signatories. It is also making recourse to external initiatives such as the 
National Bibliographic Knowledgebase and National Monograph Strategy. 
 
DC stressed the potential of taking a cross-sectoral approach to CCM, encompassing museums and 
galleries also, if we are to truly understand and benchmark the ‘national collection’. He also stressed 
that heavy print deselection may not be an appropriate strategy for arts libraries in the way it can be 
for the life or social sciences. 
 
One of the first proposed activities is a mapping exercise of where Scotland’s libraries are exporting 
their metadata to (COPAC, SUNCAT, Worldcat, etc.) and DC will be asking for info in the coming 
months. 
 
4. MLAG  Update (MG) 
 
The main item on the agenda was a discussion about the next event – a library management 
showcase.  The intention is to bring together several vendors and also some practical advice from 
libraries that have recently changed system supplier (Science Museum and National Archives have 
moved to Koha, Natural History Museum have recently changed too).  Date and venue to be 
confirmed. The next meeting is due to be held at NMS, provisional date 23.9.16. 
 
5. Visual Resources 
 
No reports 
 
6. Any Other Business 
 
DC asked if any libraries have been asked to produce a ‘Statement of Public Task’ for the Public 
Sector Information regulations. A number of institutions either have statements, or are working on 
them, though in many institutions the responsibility lies with the Governance department. 
 
8. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Date: 8 December 2016 
Venue:  Edinburgh College of Art 


